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Ad the fate which attended the Millenaries doftrine , beer 
LB but as propitions as the Arguments were reaſonable , it had 
doubtleſs bein receiv'd with a more civil courtſhip through every 
age, than thoſe contemptuoms ſpittings and unhandſome purgings at 
the menth , which now for ſo many yeers have entertain'd it. To 
wipe off all the ſoyl from thoſe Spelacles through which it hath ſs 
oft been miſrepreſented would no way ſu with the ftreight-lac'dpre- 
cinfts of a ſheet or two, leſt I ſpend more paper ig Apologies than 
roof. One thing , however , will deſerve a peculiar refletftion , to 
conſider that this Now-deiefted Matroncarried formerly ſo well-fa- 
vour'd an aſpett that the firſt three Centuries (by her very Adver- 
[aries acknowledgments) payd a conſtant homage to her Reverence. 
Let the emigent Dittor Ferne' aſſure us in the name of the, reſ# | 
(though a propeſt enemy at the giving in this verdift ) in his pre= 
face againſt Champney. Of all that, wrote ( ſaith he ) for three 
bundxed yeers, even down to Latantius inclufively,moſt of them 
ayouch it, not one of them'( as he could finde) contradiRing or 
writing againſt it. [ will not. conceal, that through the wantonneſs 
of ſome ſenſual Goſpellers (the Gnoſticks probably , that ſcandal to 
the name of man) this beauteons flowr of Spiritualtie was early di- 
ſtorted into miſ-ſhapen apprehenſions , of moſt hideons carnality, and 
warp't from its original puritte by the groſs conceptions of earth= 
headed Cerinthus , and ſuch like bemir'd Fleſh-potts, whoſe minds 
were more dirty than the materials of their'bodies : ſo that I muſt 
confeſs the expeftation according to their unclean fancies, was but 
ſomewhat the more modeſt dreſs of a Mahumetical Paradiſe. Nor 
can I much wonder at the prejudice of my diſſenting Bre#hren, 
while I remember in how unſe:mely a portraiture they are wont to 
behold it. Can any ſoul that dare lay claim to Chriſtendom incou- 
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Demonſtrating, that the ſtate deſcrib'd inthe 21. 
of the Revel: is the ſame with that portraied 
in Jſaiah 60. and other places of the Prophets, 
of Reſtoring the Jews, and fullneſs of the Gen- 
tiles, to be fullfilld on earth, 


*X Here is nothing hath prooy'd more injn- 
rious to this truth, than that tome have 
rafhly undercakento deſcend too daringly 
into its facred receſſes, and ( by the li- 
bertie of their own fancies ) to deſcribe 
particulars about it unwarranted by Scripture. Thus 
well-meaning M. Archer hath formerly beplum'd ir 
with many unſuitable Ideas, rendring himſelf ridicu- 


 Jous, and the opinion queſtionable; upon this Rock he 


drew on his head that Reverend, and moſt Religious 
Combarant Biſhop Hall, an Advcrlary of ſo approv'd 
abilities that his yery appearance in the caule cafily 
everted the rocking foundations of ſo tottering a fa= 
brick. Ir muſt needs be heidfor an inſobriety 1carcely 
excuſable, not to reſt contended with general ſpecu- 
lations of ſuch a glory, which is no Jefle than a ray 


of that tranſcendent brightneſs of which the * Apo-* 1 Cor. 2. g. 


Rle hath adviſed us that ris nor poſſible for the heart of 
man to frame conceptions. My method therefore ſha]l 
be to preſent the ground- work of this excellency from 
the ſacred Bible, and neither adventure my ſelf, nor 
encourage others, to raiſe any private ſvperſtructures. 
Goe we on then'in the Name of God to make good 
the propoſals of the Chapter. Tis evident our Tran- 


flators themſelves referr the 23. 24. and 25, verſes of 
. B Rev, | 


CCC 


(2) 
| Rev. 21. to the 1.9. 3. and 11. verſes of Fſaiah 66, 

And 1n theſe already inftanc'd we meet with one paſ- 

fage as unlikely to be fullki'd on earth as any in the 

whole bible, viz. The (ity had no need of the Sun, 

&c. Winch notwithſtanding its parallel in Jſaiah, 

to him that weighs the Chapter proovyes: undeniably 

to be meant no where els. The: 26, v. of Rev. 21.be- 

longs to the 5.and following verſes. of Jſaiah 60,And 

the laſt v. i» Rev. to the one and twentieth v. of that 

in 7/aiah, Thy people ſhall ve all righteous, compar'd 

with J[aiak 52. 1. | 

But let's take che Ch. in - order. The firſt ver. of 

Rev, 21. is exaAt'y correſpondent with Fſaiah 65. 

17. which p'ace in the Prophet, if any. tuſpe&nor to 

be accomplifhr on earth, ler him take level bythe 2x. 

v. They ſhall build houſes, &c, with many other pet- 

tinencies of the context, The 2. v. in the Rev. of the 

New Jeruſalem prepared as a Bride adorned for her 

hwband, anſwers Jſaiah 62.. 2. 3. Thou ſhall be called 

[a] New Je by , [a] New name, which the month of the Lordſhall 
aſelees. name, Thou ſhalt be a (rownof glory in the hand ofthe 
[b New 7 Tyord, and a rojall [b ] diadem in the hand of thy Ged.. 
ſalem adorncd. , 4. and $. v, of Fſaiah 623. Where Jelus ts called 
[c] New fe- [ c] Beulah,i,c.married,as the: margent tells you,8 God 
reſalem pre- compar'd to the Bridegroom. All which moſt evident= 

ared as a ] h Jie! c | 

ide, y concerns that condition of feruſalem when the 
Gentiles ſhall come into her light, as appears by the 

2. v. there, And the Gentiles ſhall ſee thy righteouſ- 

[4] Our own "eſs, &c. [4] Ergotobe efteAed'on earth, See the like 
Tranſlators eyidence in Fſaiab 54.5. For thy maker is thine hus- 
a c band. Stated alſo on the tame time v. 3; Thy ſeed ſhall 
5 are inherit the Gentiles, Compare the third v. in Rev. 21, 
prophers to be with Ez.ck#el 37. 27. The tabernacle of God is with. 
meant on 207, ard ſhall dwell with them, For the word [ He] 


— Wow Js not in the. Greek, which is therefore. odly-rhruſt in 
eonrenes they prefix.'Fid. Fſ4iab 54. and 7/4jab 62. Bur if they-point at the 
Jews calling, as I fear not cromake thee confefle before 1.clofe, tlien will. 
{ ure ) none imagine any other {cens tha the earth, | | , 

: J 


- 


(3) 
by our Tranflators, purpoſely to referr the ſenſe of 
{ dwelling } to | God }] and not to | Tabernacle] 
whereas both in the genuine meaning, as alſo in the- 
Greek it plainly belongs to [ Tabernacle; ] fo in E- 
zek, My Tabernacle alſo ſhall be with them, yed I will 
be their God, and they ſhall be my people, direQtly as in 
the Rev. The Tabernacle of God is with men, They 
fhall be his people, aud God will be their God. Now it 
muſt needs be granted,that Ezek. in that place treates 
of the foremention'd- glory of Fſ-aels reſtauration to 
be perform'd on earth. Examine the whole Chapter 
dear Reader, .and uſe thine own judgment, for thou 
muſt be rry'd by it: And that by the Tabernacle of 
God in this inſtance is meant Chriſt in his humane na- 
ture, I am half ptriwaded that wpon. examination 
I ſhall not paſſe tor arrogant, in undertaking ere I 
leave thee ( by Gods bleffing ) to demonſtrate, Com- [e] Of ti 
, I im 
pare the 4. v. of Rev. 21. with Jſaiah 65. 19. treat- thar wonders 
ing of the New heavens, &c. The woice of weeping at the p2{itbi- 
all no more be heard, nor the voice of Crying, Nay lity of this, 1 
more, ſe] Death it ſelf alſo is caken away as well in has, how 
; i ſ - caſe Alan 
Fſaiah Chap. 25. 8. ( handling the ſame performance hq nor finnd 
too.) as in the Apocalyps, He will ſwallow up death ſhould one ge- 


Fa neration have 
made room for another, for *cis evidenrdearth entred in by fin, as alio thatthe 
world could;neyer have contain'd. all generat. roger hcr, fo thar divers acknow- 
ledg wz ſhould have been removed by Tranſlacion, as wc!e Enoch ard Elias, 
Why then ſhould that difficulty woleſt any in this giory, wh.ch ( according 
ro the judgment of rhe beſt age” reſtores us rothe happineſs of that condi- 
tion we loft in paradifſc?And peradventure, it the nature o: Redemprion be well 
examin'd, it may be ackncwledged an honour very ſuirable ro the nobleneſs of _ 
the undertaker, ro ſerthe body alſoin it's primitive ſtate by »he werth of his 
price, This I am ſure, ( Befides the whole my flecy in which the Rev. runs pa« 
rallet with the prophet to this purpoſe ) Sr. Pau! can never be underfood 
withour it Roy, 8. 19. 20. 21, 22. 23. Though I will nr deny but the w::s of 
yain men may Pvzzle it with verytough intricacies, 't any be fo head ſtring 
ro argue 2gainft what the ſcriprure generally commcnds to ut for a n:yſterygvid, 
Rev. 16, 7.The myilery of God, &c. vid, Rom. 11. 25. The rewrn of Fir, is a my- 
ſte: y. Now if the apprehenfion of myſtery may check cur wintonnefs, I defire 
ro commend S. Pauls phraſe into Conkderation, Row, 8,23. the Redemprion 


of our Body, &C. | 
B 2 


(4) 

2 viftory, Mark well the whole ſcope in the 6. and 
7. v. In this mountain will the Lord makg to hs peo- 
ple a feaſt of fat things, He will deſtroy the veil ſpread 
over all Nations, aud take away the rebuke of hes peo« 
ple from off all the earth, &c. Tell me, wert thou left 
to thine own libertie, could'ft chou poſſibly interpret 
theſe things otherwiſe than of che reſticucion of the 
Jews, and.inlargement of the Gentiles? And that St. 
Paul applies the text to theReſurreRion,'ris no other- 
wiſe than what thou remembrelt I promis'd in the Ti- 
tle ; nordo 1 fear (by the fſiſtance of my Saviour ) 
to make appear before I conclude, that the ſpace of 
this myſtery is the very day of judgment, As to the 
royall magnificence of this New- Jernſalems buildings, 
from the 11. v. in the Kev. downanards, conferr with 
Jſ. 66. 10. 13. 17. andpreciſely with F[. 54. 11. 
1.2. &c : 1 will lay thy ſtones with fair colours, and 
thy foundations with ſaphirs,. Thy windows will Lmake 
of Agates, Thy Gates of Carbuncles, And all thy. boy- 
ders of pleaſant ſtones, &c, Which deſcription, both 
the words preceding at v, 3, 5. Thy ſeed ſhall inhe- 
rit the Gentiles, Thy maker « thy hucband, &c, and 
its exa& correſpondency to other paſſages relating to 
this matter, evince unan{werably that it holds forch 
the forenam'd excellency, and to be accompliſht on 
earth, Compare Jſ. 54.11. with J/. 60. 15. I will 
now goe fancy as many evaſionsas can poſſibly(to my 
apprehenſion ) be found out for the ſubverſion of this 
parallel, and annex them as ſo many ſeveral labells 
ro this Chapter, leſt the continuance of its. length 
diſcourage any Reader (in a Truth ſo obnoxious 
to exploſion ) who peradventure may be invitted by 
the briefneſs and variety of partitions. . | 


Donbes 


(s) 


Doabts ſatisfied. Firſt, Whether theſe paſtages be not 
already accompliſhr. 


But you will tell me that this ſtate deſcrib'd in the 
Prophets is dayly fulfil'd in. Gofpel-inlargments ex- 
preſt in Jewiſh relemblances, The Church beins all 
. this white the Spouſe, to which Chriſt is the Brides 

groom and King. Nor are our Teachers wont to ex- 

pc und it otherwiſe than of the Lord Jeſus his ſpiritu- 
all government over our Conſcjences! 

"Tis a ſtrange miſtake: whereby the unhappy Chil:- 
aft have been longs traduc'd, in being prelum'd either 
to dream Chriſtsroyaltie to be ſomewhat other than 
ſpiritual ,. or that it hath not. been hitherto exercis'd 
in his Church. As to-any charge towards: a carnal 
or earthly conception, my preface I hope may cleer 
me ; And who ever fſuſpe&s us-ro mean as if Chriſt . 
had not conſtantly reign'd,-is groſsly ' miſtaken inthe 
Notion of his-Kingdome preſented in the 2. Chapter 
of Holy Daniels. prophecy, where we findiir protray- | 
ed in its-two-fold tate, [ f] The one, what hath been; (/] Lene. h 
and is, now in agitation,.-under the type of a ſtone; path Ro one 
The other, -what is- expeted, { but on earth too, is now, — 
v..35-.). under'the figure of a Mountain. The one to 
be ſer. up In the dayes of che [ g ] Gentile Monar-[g] Theſe 
chies'retembled by the Image v.44. But the other (Povbtleſle 3 
Wz, Regnum Monts, that of the Mountain, not > ripe 
to be ere&ed till theImage z. e. the Monarchies were the Gentiles 
[ þ] pounded into duſt, and dilperſt by the wind v, Ch, 21, 24. 
35. Ergoof Neceſfity' yet to be effe&ed On earth. By 051 Aniwera- 
this may eaſily be explicated how much of theſe hea- 7 no ohnpiy bs 
venly [5] Eipouſals 1s in preſent celebration, ſo much goras of 1.0 
namely as belongs to Regnum Lapid:s, the ſtate of world are &e, 
the ſtone # Bur that there- is a more p'enteous hope | 7] Thus iis 
( to which theſe prophecies referr) If Blefled Dane/ Fe 
can; not canyince, me thinks St, Part ſhould, who gx  - 

B 3 exprelly attios.,. 
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_ [k? Both the 


t&:precers at- gf the Gentiles ; See 


(6); | 
expreſly makes uſe of a p_ of that prophecy tos 
ſenſe & mark Waich the 60, Chapters OL Jſatab | & }.cjee;ly belongs, 
which our 1d* to ratifie a future 1ngraftinog of the Fews, anc fulneſs 
Faiah 59. 20, Rym., 11,75. 26, 

—_— 20-2 The force . of theſe 'a:legations from thc Prophets, is, 
ſure us, aw I know,ulually refracted by app'ying them ( as they 
che glor. pro- ſp ak) to Golpel-inla- gment, allegoriz'd under Jews 
phecy conti- jfh reprefentments-, bur - with how: great overtight, 
ſhall be the imployment of another paragraph brief- 


nued in the 

60, Chap. be- 

gins ar har ly to diſcover. 

Place. Bur(eſ- | 

pecially ) St. That the foremention'd quotations muſt be. verified ex- 
"_ WAIFanrs plic itely © fe "4. ul | / 
it, Y Ad. | 


I ſhall wonder if any impartial ſurveyer of the 
36. Chapter of Ezck, from the 16; to the end, can 


imagine the contents to belong toany other than to 


yery Jfrael, ſince 'tis:the defign:of. that. place to illu- 
ſtrate. this incomparable .- coridician, 'of: her - beauty 
(When brought , into. their own lang, clears 'd | frony 
all their Idels, given. heart of | fie(b;.0& cc v.24. 25. 
26. ) by ie 2: tothe Loathlome eſtate: of their 


vantage, 


markable. indeed to the, difcovery okghe-Brides name-:i; 
co Hoſea 2.15 16, She that cawe mou of the land-- 


fa) Remeay ,j Egypt, and call d hit [4] Baals, Tho fanve ſhe ſhall 


7k Kings 18: Goſpel-concichons Nor.can the: preflure of ſuch:texts | 


be 


- 


C3 * « 


(7) 
be eluded by -conſiruing. them of the Gentiles as a 
ſuecedaneous, or fuccenturiated J{rae! ; - for St. Pawl 
( you heard ) affords ns | b ] warrant to give vyerdi& 
for the Jew 4x propria perſona, 

Thus far I am ſure we are right, provided theſe 
promites. be not tullfild in the Fews former deliveran- 
ces ; To him that thinks they are, it ought to feem 
but reaſonable that he ſhould acquaint us with: that 


(b] Rom. I% 
29, 


time in which Jersſalkm was cleanſed from all her + | 


filthineſs, A heart of fleſh given her, and her ſtony one 
taken away, as is promis'd Ezek, 36. 26. the paſſage 
ſo lately urg'd. And 'tis worth the knowing, when 


Fauaah and fjſrael ever liv'd together ( fince thetr 


revolt from Rehoboam') and were one Nation, not 
two any more : for ſo they muſt, Ezck, 37. 22. &c. 
free from Idolatry and all abominations, |c] ſecure 
from the moleſtation and dominion of their enimies, 
brought with ſo remarkable renown from all the bor- 
ders of their. captivity, that'other deliverances ſhall be 


[c] Nay, anfl 
ſo planred in 


thew own land 


as never to be 
pluckc our 


flenc'd art the glory of this, Fer. 23. 7. 8. Yea and more, there- 


all this to happen to them in the dayes of Davids 
righteous branch, The Lord our righteouſneſs; where- 
as in our Lord Chriſts laft abode amongſt them, They 
neicher dwelt together as one Nation, (for I hope 
we haye not forgot the then deadly fewd betwixt 
the Few, and Samaritan, ) nor free from ſabjeRion. 
to their Domineering Enimies the Romans, Ezck, 34, 
28. much lefſe were-they void of tranigrefſions, Ezeky 


fore of nece(- 


ſity yer ro de 
cfteRted. Yid. 


Amos g-IF. 


37. 23. but guilty of the higheſt Treaſon that ever 
the ſun behe'd. Jn a word, if this ſtate (in the Pro=- 
phets) be that of New-Fer. in Rev, as the next pa-- 


ragraph will afſert,, we may I*hope reft tecure till we 


arrive at. the ſecond Chapter, where *rwill' be provd 


that the Magnalia there mention'd begin-at Chriſts ſe= 


cond coming. 


Bur bow, after all this, ;if theſe joRances from the-: 


Prophersaimar one-thing, and that. in=the. Agr. 2- 


nother, . 


(8) 
nother, the former  poincingata Glory onearth, the 
later, in heaven? Affinitie in words, I muſt needs 
grant, .15na-convidtion that the matter ſhould be thc 
. lame; though truly it might be much wondred at, that 
— ſoexaQt an agreement ſhovld thread the paſlages of 
” bothplaces, and yetrhe things be ſeveral ; but I pre- 
ſume rhis following anſwer may remocye the ſcruple 
That fince we are aflured by Kev. 10. 7. that there is 
[d] May it. a { d ] myſtery declar'd to the Prophets, to receive 
ble —_— accompliſhment under the 7. Trumpet, And that this 
Myſtery here havehere treated on is declar'd through the whole 
Genifics the ſtream of prophecy, and to commence allo at the 7. 
ews conyer- Trumpet , as the next Chapter ſhall juſtifie , I can 
fion, _ = no way imagine but that the-glory now inſifted on, 
++ -— mg 3s that myſtery forerold by the Prophets. This in the 
- Row.11-252 mean time is very reaſonable, that what is de- 
- clar'd to the Prophets ſhoujd be ſought after in the 
Prophets, In caſe therefore, the Excellency be in both: 
inſtances the ſame, and that the replanting.the Jews 
( as the Apoſtle ſeems to ayouch )-we may be bold to 
conclude (for who ever ſuppos'd the contrary) that 
the ſcene of irs performance muſt be on earth, and not 

in heaven. 


One thing is much to be taken notice of,Beſides the - 


ſcoffing at this conceit 2 Epiſt. of St. Peter, 3 Chapter, 
3. and 4.-.(of whichanon ) *Tis frequently prediRted 
in the old Teſtanega a thing ſcarcely to be ſubmit- 
red to by Fleſh and Blood, for that I2m perſwaded 
you will yo may be intimated by that Epiphonema 
.atthe endof this very deſcription, Ezeck, 36. 36. 1:he 


Lord have ſpoken it, and I will make it good, But no-- 


__ _rable is Exch. 37. 14. to this purpoſe, where the 
fe] By conti- Lord convinceth humane incredulity, by a miracle as 
muing that oreat as the change, and very-analogous to it, viz. Of 
den gathering the dry bones into a living army [e]. See the 
_ 'rwill appear char the ainr of the prophetic poines ar the Jews converſion 
Buck 


_— remembring what was formerly obſcry*d from the a 
FS = 3) | "2M 


low \ 
© (99) 
whole Chapter, for it ponderfully luftrates this no- 
ble Atcheivement, being tollated*with the other pro- 
hers forgcired, Lay together Ezek,36. 35, and Ezek, 
37- br. with Jſaiah 60. 15; (the Chapter to which 
fo much of Rev.. 21, refers ) and tell me whetherany 
man can judge them to point at ſeveral things. 

I wil wind up all che attextures to this Chapter 
with a brief refleQion on the meaning of Rev, 21. 3. 
The Tabernacle of God. That by it is underſtood 
Chriſt as to his humanity, who would deny?that con- 
ſiders, Firſt, The Tabernacle in its principal part, 
e. 8. The Mercy-ſcat, was the Type of Chrift, whom 
therefore St, Paul calls ineonigr Row. 3. 25. Which 
our Tranſlation renders a Propitiation, but it is the 
very word us'd Heb. 9g. 5. and there tranſlated Mer- 


cy-ſeat. Secondly, Chriſt is [f ] expreſly called Gods [ f7 Rev.s 
| Tabernacle, by the expoſition of the beſt Interpre- 6. , , 


. ters, meaning thereby the Humane Nature of Chriſt, 
which the Beaft'( The Papacy ) blaſphemes by his 
6pinion of Tranfſubſtantiation, which ſhews forth 


2 petce of Bread for the real: Body of our Lord, and _ 


worſhips it for his natural Fleſh, In this yery noti- 
on is that of St.' Joh, Chapter 1. 14. The word was 
made Fleſh and dwelt amongſt us winuoy 3, @, 
 Tabernacled,the yery word in the Rev. So Joh.2. 19. 

21. Deſtroy this Temple, & 6.4; e; The temple of his 
body. Asalſo in expreſs terms, Heb. 9. 1. Adde to 
all this, That by tabernacle of God in this place muſt 
neceſlarily ' be underſtood either the Lord Chriſt, or 
his Church,(I know the objeRors* will pretend to no 


other ſignification ): Butlet chem remember, that it is [27] The Te 
farr enough' from their - ſenſe to'allow 'the Church a gernacte of 
continuance [| g ] amongſt men (5. ec. on-earth') at the # with men, 
day of judgment, the time, at which. (in the, nexr ©:4 ſhalt dwell | 
Chapter ) I ſhall proove.theſe things to expe& their f,1 


truth, vid.v. [h] 22. in Rev, 21, 


% 


Taberuacls ] co. 


. c \ 


them,@e. 
Dnere If 


| the words 
chere [The lamb is rhe Tewple ] tend not > the ſeals Liatgly dpplicd]{ Gods | 
« Cup. 


_ 
38 


[| 
wt 


(10)} + 
hy Ss © | 
Proving, He new Jeruſalem, that «the [#5] con 
vixfiw of the Yew, and fullneſs of the Gentile beging . 
at Chrift's coming t0 judgment, EP 6 "0 ; 


(bb) Þ dare 6 

ro an FM ak 
abiaſt wind S in the former Argument was,made appear, that 
that expeas the 21 .Chapter of the Rev.(.compared with the 


the own call, Prophets ) deſcribes 3 glory . to be fullfilld on earth, 
think do ) 7: The inſtauration of the Jews, and inlaxgement 
fince there ap- of the Gentiles, fo will I now indeayour to demon- 
wu nat » ſtrate, that the term 4 bs :p 09-7 17 0 py6ne of all 
this day the that excellerCy is our Bleſled Lor Jeus's next. conm= 
ou <7 ing. in. the clouds to judge..the world, The matter is 
wards ſo.great.©3 ily. decided to. an. Ingenuous Adverlary, by Kev, 
a work, and 19. 2, 7 Where, the Triumphals over the final de- 
yet thar rerti- ſtry&ion, of the [6] whorg,proclame the marriage of the 


ns Lamb to begin from that . eonqueſt. Now the Bride 


= ar the me ( the Lany wml J anornpin be NS -#4 - ag 
many of 21. 9, 10, This 0, | Rev. 10, 7. 
very different Where this ſtery declared to the. Ma is-pro- 
rinciples Tex WASAE | + 
p = Po whe. MIS'dits accompliſhment under the 7. Trumpet,which 
ther ir Le not is. molt expreſly the ſound to judgment. Rev. 17, 18. 
moſt —"—_—_ Ape ge of this FE SA6e ggnngh to vo 
co Reaſon, - ' Anoels oath Kev... IO. 7+/ 15 TOM ACV, IT, T5. 
pena where the Heavenly voycesutter (at the 7. trumper 
The Kingdams of this warld &c : The world, mark 


and time of ? l 

that grand that. But how-I pray can the Kingdoms, of this [ a ] 

tranſaction; _ So h 

for as much as the known means of converfion { through RS entrs, ) 
KK aege ime'co 2; Nacs under ſodivers 

the, concomi- 

k T4epdn can. 
ly teacheth 


he Genviles) th 
e Man of 


$ 
x 


® ; 


Wold: be intidled'en bim!otberwiſe chan by-chis reps _ - | 
Kerions trat\faQion to- be finilht on! eafth? Again, 
Compare Rev; '9. x4; where the fixt Trumpet con- | 
fiſts .in - looſing | the Angels| bound in | Exphra-[,4e} To ub 
res Fe, with Rev. 16. 12, where [aa]; Euphrates \1s ſure us thar 
dycd up, deft, The fixt- trumpet (ended. For if the this paſſage & 
matcer of [the trumpet were the letting looſe the An) ſethe 
gels, or overflowing of Euphrates ( probably the wonderfull ac- 
Turks ) then che dryieg-up-of Euphrates muſt needs cord it car- 
be the concluding of the Trumper, fo much is evident. ries with E- 
Now the end of the fixt muſt | needs be the entrance ei E 7 Gods 
of the 7. Therefore the (4] Kings of the Eaſt (-with- judgment on 
out doubt che Jews to impartial Readers) enterat 3% 1d Ma- 
the beginning of the 7. for to that very end is Euphra- #2 ( 
res dryed up that a way may be prepar'd for the Kings <taed ) 
of the Eaft, Compare Rev, 1. 7. with Zach. x 2, on which fo- 
1d. and'St. Matth;'24. 30. From'all which ( muitii- 10s Tſtets 
alſy-refleting: on; eachiorher,] as the'margent informs ion. 
you ) iv refuſes by powerfull conſent, that the time 35, Anteh: 
of the Jews ſeeing” and mourning after him they have all chis is to 
peirced, is his coming in the clouds. That Chapter of becffeRed ar 
Zach . carrot beideny'd to be 2 deſcription of Jer, © time here 
reſtoring from the 6. v. to the end, ſo that the 16.) | qe 
:n6wW-7Quoted!)1ind> which" the. 9; leades us by the # thidg &*.. 
bays 6f This diy; Truft be granted co treat of Where: yn, © | 
their! convgffon, gb therefore be but equal chat 7* ® done, is a 
we either. yield that: day here pointed. at to be che ſure badge of 
farnme:with what thermo parallel rexrs referr to, jor els the ont w- 
podyce from-the ſeriprates ſome orhet in which they Rev, 16. 17+ 
hall (ce and mioiira after him,..whom they haye peir- 2*the 7. viall, 
&d. Belides, 'Tis obferyable,;.the!word in:both theſe 7%! = dome: 
ets of the dew reſtumens is the very fame (-choughn, Com: 
;toclamarion ro the fowles, &c+:| ar tHe'r7. v9. in F2gÞ.. wi xr Corn 
.Certainly, one andthe on pip Poe 4 ir ARS 
{ber the glorious royalty of rhis buſineſs, eve 
Fpoſhble har Kines of the Eaſt gw 


-Gog, Magog,&£c. ' { bY Reme fl 
wheretliroagh the Prophers,judg if il 
SE pon oy ds nan, þ th 


T2 | others 


CY 


| oy 2 f 12 ) | 
-,, a. Others might have fupplied:/it) with that which che 
[a1] _w ow =—_ w —_ .and: were it not firange if :the 
ble to cake ſenſe ſhould be diverſe? we'not rather think that 
notice thar in jc hath pleas'd the ſweetnels of the Spirit to-chuſe. the 
a me ſeveral ſame word, purpoſely to: _— into'the fame expe- . 
7 Berea Jrnrwhcr gre) ye ence 
oc,by weep- anvextent of mercy to themthat peirc'd him, (v2 
ing, wayling, Nation,) it had not ( {ure.) been expreſt be Ml ning 
goaſhing - but howling. Tell me now dothnot,theChriftianChurch 
= Row! "S conſtantly underſtand his coming to judgment. by his 
lew Tefta- coming in the clouds ? for ſo Holy Dame! hath taught 
menr, this, usto ſpeak(for frem thence is the phraſe borrow'd)D4. 
ore r ever 7. 1.3. which -yery place (for the. "Rev. and other 
in ef.efe che. parts of the New teſtament concentre as perfeRly 
rexts never | with'the Prophets about this-Date of the- atcheive- 
x Bry if ment, as about the thing it ſelf ).in-the 14: 22, and 
orry 5 27. verſes, as it -apparently deſcribes. this royalry,ſlo. 
culiarly | =—_ it pitcheth-itat his coming. ( in:the clouds}; to. judy 
ded-rthis - ment, and overthrowing: the -proud-! horas: which is 
phraſe, left moſt aſſuredly {b.] Antichriſt |{ forall our Synod att. 
yi meanivg notations) as eyery ſenſible Reader may. judge'thy comn- 
Uouded by a. PINS bis; deſcription with that, of. the: beaſt, Rev. 
ny fick Rain EH 12 .bng ho; 7. 57 mort ertoftg 


upon the word..,;\: [6] The comroverſy: about: Antichriſt hath no: way been 
more obſcur'd chan by. applying.co, St. Pavls man of fin, and the Apotalyprical 
whorezthat which is ſpoke of Ahrichriſt in St,Fohy's Epiſtles. Thar by the Man 
of fin, and whore, is meant the' Rotnanift; 1 dare fay is demonſtrated, b 
moſt incomparable light of our-Nation Mr. Mele, ro unprejudie'd minds, As. 
for che Name Amichriſt *tis never us/deither inthe Rev.iot; St. Part, ſathar 'ris 
A EE ee en Me eg Eh. 
e term Aprichriſt on the whore,and while we. ffrive to {quare Sr. Fobns Epiſh, 
that EE che caſe. Bor-Kome Genies not t efatber, and the for, 
1 Epiſt. St. Foby 2. 22, *Tis moſt'elecr/therefort that 'S. Fobn refers -to the 
falſe Chriſts predited by our Saviour for the inumediete. Antatedents. of Fer. 
ruin, S. Matt, 24.11, 23.5. Mark ry. 21, 22. An abominable falſe Propher, 
of which ſort being then in the world, and of great Note, . wiz, Simon. Mega, 
befides Cernithus, ang the curſcd Gnofſticks, &c, for rhere were, many ſuch An- 
richrifts ſaich $, F&; 7,2..18. This ro be his meaning appears by theſe follow- 
ing CharaQers from the, context, B:rſt_'tis propougded by him at that .\ 
U, by way. of citation, and reference to fome orher feriptare. As, yee have heard, 
r, | &c 


SRC EEE. 


C13) - 


Fee, Bur*cis no where els to be heard chan fromrhe Evangelifts ſo treating &F 
the warning peeces ro fer, deſtruion. The words Antichriſt and falſe Chriſt 
never occurring inthe whole Bible bur in the Goſpels and his Epiſt. Secondly 
Tis inftanc'd by 5. 70h, as formerly preſag'd by ſome other ſcripture, and now 
us'd in way of Argument by himſelf for an immediate forrunner of ſome laſt 
hour for ſo the Greek ſpeaks ) and as a rar manifeſtation char that laſt 
hour was then a running, foraſmuch as the Badge of ir (viz; Antichriſt ) was 
ſo viſible. All which things were moſt exaRly verified ( both as foreſpoken ro 
ſucha premonirion by the Evangel. as alſo fulfilFd in the leud Deccivers of - 
that Age ) at the time of St. Johns writing theſe Epiſt, being hard upon rhe 
faral accompliſhmenr of theſe truths, in thar remarkable calamity which ſhore» 
1y after came upon Fer. Now after allthis, will not the intimarion (1 pray ) of 
laſt hour be more narurally appliable to that deſolation « then at hand ) than 
to any thing yer to be expeQed,ir being above 1600. years fince this was ſpoken? 
For though the laftrimes ( in regard tro Dan. fourth Monarchy ) -are ſpoke of 
us, yerſare rhe laſt hour (-lo long agoe mention'd ) is more happily applicd rs 


a mhatzer already paſt... 
F : 


13. Sothat here you ſee where St. Paul learfit ( be- 
fore. the*Rev. was extant) that Antichriſt ſhould 
be deſtroyed ac our Lords coming, 2 Thef. 2.8. I will 
ſubjoyn other. Arguments by way of appendence, . 
purpoſely not to tire the Reader with too continu'd 
a: length of #ny Chapter without taking reſpite.. 

As St. Paul was formerly our warrant, for apply- 
ing thoſe admirable glories, mention'd by theProphets, 
to the Fews reinfranchment,. ſo. he ſeems full as cleer 
in-ranking its accompliſhment under. the contempo- 
raries of the 7: Trumper. I know'not how it may. 
appear to-others, but I muſt confefle L.cannot ſoun- 
dervalue the - Holy Apoſtles Logick , as. to judg 
that. he ſhquld .ferch a. Medium from'a prophecy of 
the Jews reſtjrution; to prove the day of judgment by, 
and yet not intend to lay the date of that Reſtitution, 
at the time of judement,look Rom: 14. 11, W# ſhall 
all ſtand. before S judgment ſeat of Chriſt , For i» 
3s written, As:I-live ſaith the Lord every knee ſhall bow 
ta.me, &c., But where is it written *-ſave Jſ. 45; 23» 
being z-peece. that belongs moſt afſuredly to this mat- 
ter from'the 1:4, v. to the end of the Chap, _— 


C 3 ; 


| |: (14) 
'*. - -: | Ipray thatt4v.Thereſballtomeover tothee it Chain 
 _  &e, with J|. 60, 14. «nd'give your judgment if they 
| mean not the {ame thing, for fo Iam ure the [4] Jews 
[a] Can any a wayes expound it ; And however we through miſ- 
impartial | take are wont to afhx a mark at the 20, v, of the 
Reaſon de» 45. Chap. intimacivg a different argument; yer that che 
ſpiſe the. - ; ; ONE 1: ha 
Sragek of0- whole 1equele naturally apperrains to the ſame diſ- 
niverial Tra- courſe, let any impartial peruſer judge by the genu- 
dizion among ine charaRers emergent from the context, eſpecially 
the' Fews' the yery Jaſt verſe, ( being doubtleſs, not an abrupt 
43. ranng parcell of a changed theme, bur the united member of 
ly. Churek, of # <ontigu'd one.) [n the Lord ſhall all the feed of jj 
God) as:ise- 7461 he juſtified, and ſhall glory ; Nor is this the one+ 
vident This ]y text where the Apoſtle pitcheth the' Epvehi'f this 
_—_ _ admirable royalty'at the coming to judgment. What 
_; And yet lefſe-can amount from 2 Tim, 4, 1? charge thee be- 
ſo much mag- fore the Lord Jeſwa: ((hriſt, who ſhall indge the quick. 
nifie the ſame gyd the dead at his appearance,' and his kingdows. See, 
_ _ A kingdom joyn'd with his appearance-to judge the 
Chriſtian - World, and yet not the final kingdom-For ever in the 
oaſcs ? Heavens, for after the univerſal reſurreRion, our Sa- ' 
| viour refigns up the kingdom to the father,that he may 
be all in, all x Cor, 15, 24, 28. Thatkingdom there- 
fore which is neither before his appearance, not yet 
after the Jaſt reſurreion; muſt neceffarily be conclud- 
ed between them. | 2h 
W ho can but wonder that this Truth ſhould be fo 
boggled at, which is. fo. harmoniouſly ' accorded: to 
_ Through all: the ProphetsÞ Jer. 3 3.5:6.0 0.2% his dayes 
&gs. Ezck. 34: 23. Occ Ezek.- 37: 22, 23, 24, &s. 
Zach, 6. 12, 13,@c, Zach. 14. 'from-the-16. to 
{*] Ic being theend ? Alt whichexpreſfle ws { * } Jer. (evi- 
formerly dently to be meant on earth ) to be eftabliſhe 7» the 
nip One Dayes of #eir Meſſiah, or David their Prince ; ( Da- 
= fpokb of vid being dead long; before theſe things: were ſpoken!) 
Fer.in perſon. The: Lond our Ryghteouſmeſs is bis name.” Aut it can 
not be pretendet that theſe things werefullfil'd wy the. 
k Mcſſiahs 


a - 0 ©% 9ixawitnas.. - "_ 7 alba ribs lu - 


(35) 
Mciliabs firſt comirig,” for then. Fudeb and Fae! did 

not [4} dwdl together. I am fure they did Ea dwell £1 we well 
as one Nation, Ezek. 37. 22. The Samaritan woman goow —_ 
is 2 comperent witneſs, Joh. 4. 9. Much lefle did they they were ſe- 
dwell fafely without moleſtation from their enjmies, PaFated, bur 
Ezek.34.28. Therefore thele of neceſſity(as the Jews, yen ay 
and the old Chriſtians expeRted) are to receive per- ome unlof 
formance at the Meſhah's ſecond comming. You will we aiharer the 
not I am ſure denie but the ſame thing is promis'd in ſending of a 
this place of Ezc&. ( and its complices ) as in F[. 60. ple __ 
for that appears by comparing Ezek. 37. 21. with Pp, n_y _ 
F{. 60.14, 15. Behides, the whole deſcription match- red inSameria, 


eth in cach place. to be the re- 
wrn of the I'6. 


Tribes fron their captivity 2 Kings 17, 27. *Twill proove bur a very pinch 
$ynechdoche to cramp. r0.Tribes in.one perſon . P | ery pinch's 


The forecited Chap, of Holy Daniel is worthy of a 
ſecond ſurvey, being queſtionleſle he fred ore I 
uſe from whence-the deſcription of the” day of judg- 
ment is deriy'd' in fo. many correſpondencies of the 

New Teſtament, viz. That the | * ] ſonof man ſhail*|The ground 
come in the clouds ; In the Glory of his father, with 99 which the 
his Holy Angels, \n reference to the 10. and 13. v. an _— 
That Antiehriſt ſhall be. deſtroyed with the bright- gu Saviour 
eſs of his coming, as Daniel had foretold of the little the ſon of man 
Horne v.. 26. That the Deftraftion ſhould be by fire, it is ( moſt cer- 
being ſaid 9.9, 10. Hi throne wat a fiery flame, and his 0P - _ 
wheeles as burning fire. A fiery ſtream iſſu'd and came ylace in Dax, 
forth from. before lym, &c. And why (TI would fain 

know )-' may we not bring hither St. Johns parallel 

from Rev, 20. 42? I (aw threnes, and they (ate mpon 

them; and judgment was given unto them, anſwering 

Dawel 7.9;'10. 1 beheld till the thrones were pitched 

down, and'\tha-judgment was ſet, and ( v. 22, ) judge 

ment was given tothe ſaints of the moſt high. What 

difference” (I pray): betwixt St, Johns | and the 

ſaints lived and reigned with Chriſt } an Dk 

& i. ko 


I ana 8 
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(16 | 
[The Saints poſſefled che krngdom ] viz. with the 

{on of man who came in: the. clouds ? Think other 

men as they pleaſe, I cannor-for my own part be per- 

- ſwaded ( confidering the wonderfull -twift of agree= 

. ment running through the whole ſcripture ) but that 

this kingdom of the {on of . 2 when the ſaints ſhall 

reign with him, andall people, nations, and langua- 

| .ges thall ſerve bim ©. | *] 14. is the very ſame with 

[*] Vid. Rev. what hath been ſo unanimouſly inculcated from the 

7.9. 48 n4it.;oft of the Prophets, concerning the Fews convyerfion, 

pr ? and the ho inlargement. One thing, In the mean 

5. uw a de- time, 1 think will ſcarce be -queſtion'd, chat Dariels 

ſcription of - date ſeems to be the day of judgment, agreeably to 

the ſame king- 7" 66. 10, 12. 1. 16. 19. 20, 22, Where mention 

_ = __ is madeof the fiery indignation to be powred forth , 

eirarions juſti- The Glory of Jeruſalems reſtauration, and the Gen 

Ge. tiles fullneſſe, with New Heavens, &c. inone and 
the ſame particular Prophecy, | 

By this time we may I hope make a ſhift tofift out 

St. Peters meaning, in referring his Readers to the 

Prophets, about the ſame glory, and the ſame com- - 

_mencement, viz . New Heavens , and new earth. 

wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs, to be founded at his 

coming, 2.Epiſt, 3. Chap. 2. 4: 13-V. ec. From 

which Chapter though-ſome'bufie heads may poflibly 

Frame obje&tions to fruſtrate the expeRation,. raiſed 

namely from the conflagration, and diſſolution 'here © 

Mmention'd, yet let them know that by the ſame in» 

-duſtry, they muſt diſappoint St. Peters meaning too, 

who notwithſtanding ſuch diſſolution 'teacherhus to 
expe the cp of that myſtery merition'd 

by the Prophets of New Heavens, gc. By which, if 

after recourſe to the Prophets, we find any thing els 

that can be meant conſonant to the other ſcriptures, 

_ than what Þ have hitherto inftanc'd,; Tſhall willing- 

ly-retra& all this for the — of ſs defiderable 

a fatisfaRion. Till then may theſe only conſi- 

WEE | rations 


| (17) 


derations be accepted as neicher impertinent, 'nor te- 
dious. | 
Prophets v. 2. had nor ( probably) an eye amongſt 
other Prophecies to Jſ. 65. from the 17. to the end, 
and 7. 60, through the whole Chapter, but eſpecial- 
ly v. 2x ? The which allegations who ever ſhall de. 
cline from affixing them on the conſolation of F{. 
let him weigh maxturely before he ſpeak, Jeſt his prz- 


Firſt, Whether St. Peter, fince be ſends us to the 


cipitancy impeach | * ] St, Pal as an acceflory top See be- 
his raſhneſle. Secondly, Whether it be not rational Rd his 
to conclude that rhe Apoſtle at the 8. v. had reſpe& obſery'd fr 


to the common ſaying of the Jews ( to whom | 4 
writ.) whoſe formal- words of the Day of judgment, 


Rom. 1 TT F32 . 
he ] Vid, his 
entrance to his 


were wont to be, One day with the Lord # as a thou- fiſt Epiſt, 
ſand years}; rather than to the 90. Pſ. where the To the firan- 


words One day with the Lord is as a thouſand years,are 


ſand years as one day ] may allude thither? And who 
ſhould not-Tooher judge that the ſame form of ſpeak- 
ing, quoted by F-/tir Martyr, and Irenexs ( two re- 
nowned Primitive witnefles to this truth J was taken 
from this Epiſt. of St.. Peter, than from the foremen- 
tion'd Pſ; Foraſmuch as they likewiſe uſe it ( as the 
hog DoQors did ) for the day of judgment ? 


inftin Martyr diſtinQly: alleging in theſe terms, | 


wreating of that day, [ we know that that ſaying. The 
day of the Lord is a a thouſand years, points hither. 
Thirdly, Whether the fiery devaſtation here deſcrib'd 
| beany greater rnubb to. this hope of J/-ael, than the 
( where alſo the- fiery. vengeance-is mentinn'd, and/ 
yet-the lews _— moſt pregnantly ayouched,; } 
or than the tenouy of the whole Bible, which con» 


fine incimation'in, Holy Day, Chap. 7. and Jl. "7 ij 


ftantly Tanketh chis glory under the 9. Trumpet? . 


Fourthly,,Wherher chis wonderin!l concordance of St. 
Betef Yiththe refit of the-ſcripture ought not to per- 
"eat D fwade 


gers ſcattered, 


not, though the latter part of the ſentence | A thou- Aiberk Joe 
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(18) F 
frvade ms that the.coming of , our Lord here: mention'd 
(v. 4. ) at which he [5] piccheth this ſtately change, 
[b] By com- is:his expeRed perſonal coming :to. judgment ar che 
paring the 4+ 7, trumpet, and not his former vindiRive appearance 
beds» f no in. fury at the .deſolation of ler. by the . Romans, to 
Lomice, wich Which the incomparably learned Dr. Hammond 


23. v. Accord- is wont to. referr many ; paſſages of the'; New. Teſta- 


ing to bis pro. ment, which: ( my thinks.) in this preſent-.texc, the 
miſe, PPEars Analogie to other places were ſufficient to diſtinguiſh? 
Rae Promiſes ix Laſtly, Whether the ſcofhog here intimated »; 3, can 
fixeag his com- Þ© 2t any thing els [+4 ] than this very opinion, fince 
ing, . , the Opponenrt,s.e. the Scoffer,diſpures direRly.againſt 


” - 
- = 


$1. The rme it, but the Reſpondent, viz. the Apolle, pleads: ex- 


hi avell.Jh preſſely for it? Seeall this made good: The Queſtion 


The primitive 12 controverſy is: about the Promiſe of Chrifts. com- 
dayes: being ing, which the Millenary affirms to confiſt in an. un- 

rite... - -- expreſſible, reſtitution, Again this the [-6 ] Scoffer.ob- 
oy Gregy jects (fo much light the particle: [For ] will; affard 

Ve The” US$, it), beinga' cauſal ConjunRion!, naturally-leading 
ſcoffers are into an-argument..)-e, g.. Where is this promye'gf..bis 
nord ro becoming \in ſuch a_ reſtitution as your Chiliaſgg-dreads 
_ m—_ what appearance ſee ye in the leaſt meaſure-to- 
ſenſe akan wards any. ſuch mutation ? For fince the. Fathers fell 
gvhich I have aſleep all: things continue as they, were 5; Tempeſtu» 
nam'd) can ous warrs ſtill, arigry 'commorions, abominable!liveg, 
the - laid. diffolute manners,. Rebellions, Treaſons, All things 
Lords con as they were 3 What hopes then of any ſuch change 2 
ing, for as ro 1 {ſhould,, be unwilling. to prevaricate one. jor, . Pur 
his coming haye.I hope preſented the Argument in its natural | 
ro judgment | | 


* 
4 e 


. Cinthe general notleit ) I think bet 6p Chriſtians 4id or will denigie; 


Nor can any imiapine che "Apoſtle fhould bend his 'aim fpeculative 
Arheiſts, ſuchias Lucey, &c." For who ever heard ot'can think'that 
ſuch toothleſs Batkers as thoſe Dogs are, may be of any. dangerous influence 
rowell-grounded Chriſtians? ſo charupon has ſcore there had nor needed! ſuch 
_ —— bed | IT and the one yi Apoſtle _herg-uſe 
which certainly mwft neceflarily imporr the feoffing parry nay nely ro 
Chriſtian bur very. rae lather tie practical Ak F fo WIT 
livd wrerchthis-toxrumeddlcs: not with thar *caparity In Thief; : Fot rhis feofitk 
dab with arguments, = © (1. | colours, 


- 


_ _. 7 
colours, being ( for the ſumm'of ir) ficham one as 

(really ) I my felt have heard froman- ancient mini« 

Rer- Bur on the other fide, The Apoſtle ſeerns to me 

moſt confidently to affert it v.1 3.|* jNewertheleſs gc, | 
4.4. Say the ſcoffers what they pleaſe , We accord-[*7] Addeto 
ing to his promiſe look for | f | new Heavens,and a new _ _— 
Earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs, : hr = by 
| S. Peter upon 
the ſame affidavit of the Prophers,-apd on the: ſame pitch of 'rime whenthe 
beavens diſcloſe bim, - [+ } By obſerving 'the ſpecch in, Fſ. 51> 13. 16. 
of 77. deliverance from Fgypt, it may (peradvenure ) be gather'd whar the New 
Heaven aud New Earth may imply. 1am thy God who, divided the Sea; { wiz. the 
Red Sea ) And put.my words in'thy mouth, ( i.e. I gave thee my law }-ard co» 
wer'd thie with the fraddow of Mine hand,chat 1 might plant the Heavens, ind lay the 
foundation of the Eaith, (viz, Make thee a Kingdom or Common-wealthiin the 
Land of promiſe ) for in that nogion {Heaven and Earth are frequently raken 
in che Prophers, do here, New Heaven and New Earth. i, e. a New Kingdom, of 


Nemw manner of Government, 


Shall we-after alFchis. be-difficult to grant that this  * 
admirable circle of. myſteries, ('T mean this renowged 
Chiliad ) is' that which” the ſcriptures call the Day 
of judgment ? Þ will adde but a word or two. to what 
isalready faid, bur ( I think) from ſuch evidences 
as Will hardly be'evaded from particularizing the day 
of Judgment, though they alſo Krerhiite this expeQas» © 
tioh of 1ſraetto that very day.” Examine we firſt that 
famous judging of the Heathen in the valley of /choe. 
ſophar, Toel. 3... from the 9. to the end, which many 
X20 Divines, ( farr enough from my opinion in this 
buſineſs ) interpret lireally of that Terrible day, 
foraſmuch as ther}. v, ſpeaks the ſame thing with + : 
Rev. 14. 15. Burthar the. Rev, in that text ſpeaks of 
the very time of judgment, none will ſure deny that 
views one like the ſon of man coming in a cloud v, 

14. Read now on in 7e/, fromv. 16. to the end, 
and tell me if this great good thing to 1ſrael be not at 
the 18, 4, affix to: that very day. I know thou wilt 


D 2 ſhift 


(20) . 
Sift me by the mark 9leading (1 wiſle) to a diſtin& 
argument, But Lask thee who made that mark? did 
not they who allwazes miſunderftood the Prophecy ? 
For that it is of the ſame contents with the 16. and 
x7. v. (where nu ſuch mark appears, nay, where 


| the Characters you direAly to the judgment too Y 


tet our own reaſon? ( unlefle we have a mind to for- 
fetit, )/inform us ; The Lord ſhall roar ont of Sion, 
&e. e Heavens and the Earth ſhall ſhake, &c. 
Surely that Dreadfull day. Burt the Lord will be the 
hope of hu people, and the ſtrength of the Children of 


[4] See F/. Tſ. &c. [ 4] Then ſhall Jeruſalem be holy, &&c. We 
Fo 2I. W os are wont to think Then and that Day zquipollents. 
aprer aſ- 


ſures 


us of a 


performance 
r theſe 


chin 
part 


Lord ! That an unadviſed ſcratch with a pen ſhould 
be able to divert fo cleer, and fo powerſull a Truth. 
Another full as pregnant illuſtration of this ſenſe may 
be fetch'd from Zach," 14. Where alſo is the deſcrip 
tion of that wonderfull day,v. 4, 5, 6, &c. The Lord 
my God ſhall come, andall the Saints with thee, v. 5. 
will certainly evince ſo much, collated with Daniels 
F Thouſaud Thouſands, | Chap. 7. 10. andSt. Panls 
[ eAll that ſleep in Teſus will God bring with him] 
3 Theſ. 4.14. asalſo [4] 2 Theſ, 1. 7. [ Revealed 


{ 6] Confider from heaven with his mighty Angels, ] But what fol- 
wherher the lows? I» that day ( v: 8.) ſhall living waters goe foxth 
murual ac- 

cord of ſcrip= 
-——+ hg Teruſ. where, yer, Holineſs on the horſe belles, v. 20. 


particularize is I trow legible enough to intimate the ſtate to be 


from Teruſ, &c. to the end] of the Chap. Manifeftly 
deſcribing that ynmatchable glory and Indulgence to- 


the day of yerform'd on earth,and] notin Heaven, vid. ſup. 
wen Wa The Antient /ews kept conſtantly up to this tenet, 
;udgment,, never underſtanding by the Great day of 'iudgment (ſo 
chough 1 con- frequent in their Rabbines, and deriv'd from thence 
; _— = by our Saviour and his Ap. ) lefſe than a time of 
Oo ( 
&dmirable 


= Hammond ſways muchtothe congrary, ſee the former Chapter in verſes 
F, #: 9. 10, 


many 


(221) 


many years,. yea, ſome (ſtrange to tell ) punRually 
a [c] thouſand yedvs continuance,in which tearm they \ cJ If the 

conceive thoſe iremende Magnalia, through all the Zews be nog 
Prophets to be atchieved by the Meſſiah. Whence e- **ſtor'd cill. 
yen at this day they look not for him, -untill the hoon; pf 


Great day of judgment ; So that every Thunder-clap tormerly 


_ 


ſollicits them to this expeQation, Under this notion proov'd ) who 


was the fam'd Millennium, beheld in the--firſt three ©ver imagind 
centuries, looking on this whole ſpace as the Day of _ war oa 
judgment, andghe myfterious ſabbath in which the Sloribns Nard 
faints ſhould reign with-Chnift the Lord. Jufiz Mar- of their reſti- 
tyr, Irenems, and Lattantins, are (afluredly ) wor- fution to be- 
thy to be reported after, -amongſt whom the Zelous apo of a 
Martyr, in his dialogue with the Jew could in no ** ©993 
wiſe forbear from faſtning the impeachment of Atheiſm | _ < =_ 
agd Hereſy, upon the diffenting Chriſtians, poſitively gat | 
concluding, that who ever were [a],in all. points Or- mony in the 
thodox, embraced. this contemplation; Preface. 

Afﬀeer all. theſe premiſles take I pray another ſhort 
view of that.lofty portray in-Rev. 21, and another 
parallel reference of the- New. Teſtament. Unlefſe 
the performance there deforib'd of the marriage of 
the lanib, and its appendant royalties, were the ye- 

day of judgment, how. comes it (.not onely to be 
ky mT ] continu'd vifion to the 20. Chap. bot, ) Org, 
abandon the - unbeleeving, and abominable, to the foirid Le 
Jake of fire and brimſtone, v. $ ? Queſtionlefle FJoels rranficions.. 
great and terrible day of the Lord, yer attended with into diſtin 
that incomprehenſible ſolemnity of the marriage, an- — evi- 
ſwerable to the records of the Ho'y Prophers. How omg 5 ang 
ſuitable to all this 1s the parable in St. Marth, 2x5, p- a - mag » 
repreſenting Chriſts coming to judgment by a Mar- theſe things, 
riage, V..10. And they that were ready went in with Chop. 7.1. 
him, &c. This is that very wedding to which the ov this 
| - | ap, 7. 9. 

Jews were bidden ſo long agoe, S. Matth, 22. but 9, *pucf: 
then like rude ſhayclings chey kickt art the favour, fo this place no. 
tlat the Gentiles were _— to the firſt paz: of ſuch thing, 

4 the 


(22) 
the entertainment. For.be afſuted:({(dear Reader ) that: 
it enters not into my-thoughts-zodeny:.theſe Nupri- 

; > als t6 be. coxtaneous :with ow - but that the 
*7 7F/. mug {.* ] royal banqueris not yer {erv'd in, and that the 

2 Tutkery 4 part of the feliiyity is the ſame with that in 

one day cocall the Kgv. there is one [notable circumſtance in the 

him Thi oy it context-Which ſtrongly evincerh, viz. a 'caſting forrh 

ll Ge 2. one of the. Ahominable gueſts (according to Rev, 21, 

ali ut ſupre 8.) into:the Lake of darkneſs, where there & weep- 

Hiſcz,16, © ing ard gnaſhing of Teeth, v, x3. How facil might 


- the way be. jnto.Givers :obſcurities of Scripture by the + 


dexteritie of this Key, were it once approoy'd of ! 

' I have not indeayoured to heap together what ever 

' might be. colleed to this 'illuftration, for truly the 

_ facred writings every where abound-with ſuch reſti- 
'. monies, ſo that JT might quickly outfirip my defign 

_ - of. briefneſs.. Itiufficeth; if the conſtant harmony of 
: both the Teſtaments may impriat-om our. ſpirits rhis 
notion of the Day of judgment; viz. a- confiderable 
dirration in'which the myſtery of -God-declar'd'tothe 
Beſides Prophets ſhall be eſtabliſhr' on [4 earth; : But why 
Le] -1cagad ſhould we mince it all this while, and mot -rathes 
afferted, rwere {pcs k our, fince the time is expreſly declar'd::by the 
not amiſſe to word, and beliey'd by the firſt three Ages to be x 0001 
wo M0 years ? q op Mil - 309 | v > tc 
nymph x. ifthey can poſſibly mean otherwhere than on earth." Coming dui; 
from God, out of Heaven, 2, ovght ir net rather to be (it ſignifying in Hes» 
vol oing up to: God, from the earth, So V. 3. Tabernacle of God i with men, and 
fſhalkdwell with them, not, Men arc with the Tabernacle of God, and ſhall dwell 
wich him, vi 10 Heaven. | a atizy of 
The Thouſand years of Satans being bound ( Rev. 
:©. 2, ) if they ſhould be allow'd ſtill tro come, our 
1terpreters are-1o ſenſible the reſult will then be that 
here is a definite | Millennium yet to be run over in, 
hich our Lord. is-co be inveſted with ſome diſtin& 
manner of royaltice, that -they generally: bend: their 


Ererer 


as 
— 


ad bs. 


a3) 
ures-g though upon ſeveral perſwaſions ) to make 

this; ligation already paſt. - : The ufial dates f 
whence they (diverſl kon his bj rom [4] The mi- 
Br i er y ) rec on his binding are [4] ej- ſtake of | 
- IT: — Natiwvity,or his Paſſion ( abour what them who 
om ikely ſome Oracles did ceaſe ) or the de- Judge the 
truction ofe Jeruſalem, or laſtly from Conſtantine. So — to be 
—_ mop = be to all theſe miſtakes, as to proffer ariſe * -y | 
—_— el oice, and yet ute but: one weapon to o- *inking Sa- 

: k w tnem all ; For which ſoever of theſe be rans binding 
pitch'd on, the entrance.of the ten-horned and th ( Chap. 26, } 
two-horned | beaſts in Rev. 13. common| I" wee 
ded ( even by theſe-accountants )-'vf the K, ow porn tara ramen 
the ariſing of the Locuſts from: Papacys a0 1m Chap.12 
_ o e Locuſts from the bottomleſſe'pir, at him Chap. 13, 
the ift Trumpet, underſtood ( probably ) of gs wheicas "ris 
mediſm, mit neceflaxily be included within the li- i F7 
_ = ligation 5 The 'former as uppeatirie in the from "ana0M 
ourth -or fir. century, the latter at the ſeventh. But f.e. his fove- 
can any reaſonable man yield: that: Satan-'( 2 eo OE in the 
theſe tunes ) was, not onely bound, * > hi _ Rowan em- 
{es1'd'too, . (mark that ) that: he py i tos wm ' wn _—_ 

. : | celve t n worſhi 
nations no more z while he was both looſe, and aQive him in heathe. 
- gy las into the world 'two the grandeſt impo- —_— — | 

s that e ran” | c 7 
ver the Chrittian'ages knew? And that caſt i pr: | 


the Spirit deride- the. controverty, who (as to rhe af. P'*2 ſhur up, 
D TREAT and ſcal'd. Be. 


. . = We { . bY 0; . [| T p A , * . } s | 60 1 
Ghap +LA/7;'9.-Agdin,' Theſe Locuſts had a King, he Trophio of 

not Chr. as, app | 3G Tata} icbaet 
Ck Chr. as, appeares 24%, 10.,where Chr: (vit.abemani = 


»— i445 qo 


(24) 

the "Angel of the bottomieſſe pit, whoſe name is «A+ 
| © 'baddons. e, a Deſtroyer ; which elogies who ever ſhall 
attribute to any other, he'muſt bege leave either toin- 
terpret the bottornlefle pit of ſomewhat els beſides 
Hell, or the Deſtroyer belonging to that pit of ſome 
one els than the Devill. Nor is our evidence lefle cleer 
for his energy (farr beyond the nature of ligation and 
ſealing ) at the nativity of the Beaſt Rev. 13. of 
whom it is expreſlely deliver*d v. 3. that the Dragon 
gave him power, and his ſeat , and great authority. If 
either of theſe inſtances may ſpeak him bound, I 
think-the onely difficulty will be to produce a villany 
of ſo.aggravated a malice, whereby eyer to affert his 

liberty. if +5 
But examine we them ſomewhat more diſtinQly. 
The firſt three Epochaes (ver that way takes the very 
learned Primate of [reland ). befides what is already 
objeRed, implie-the Devil! ro be bound for thatwhole 
ſpace in which Blefſed Michael conflicted - with him, 
Rev. 12, Surely the bitter throwes by which Chriſti- 
anity wrung in, andthe warm blood of ſo many con- 
ſtant Martyrs, were arguments ſufficient to make aps 
ear that Michael had not to deal with a: bounden 
Adverlary. Again, If he were. then bound, - the little 
ſeaſon of his looſing Chap, 20: 3. runs onapace wo fs 
niſh a ſeventh centurie, and hath. (Svemingly.) much 
overſhot the proportional limits of waylr.6rr;. bee 
ing farr more -than half ghe interyall of his binding, 
Seriouſly, I am farr.from aiming to blaſt any reverend 


' Authorities, byt.doubtleſfe the: Holy; Jeſus! requites. 


10re; exaQ_enucleations of his ſacred-meſlages, than 

<irher of theſe faint reſolutions can amount to. Into 

iuch intanglements are thoſe-men falln who have oric# 
Sipr the clue of Truch ! Ta a word, Can-it confiſt 
with Satan in a cage, and coop'd up from'abuſing the. 

world, 'that he ſhould: be able' to: impoſe wpon” the 
: . 75 | | Wa," 16.3 6.515947 LW. 


young 


+ , 4 | ER 
the young Chriſtians ſo [a] rank a peece of Legerde- La} To theſe 
mane, as by making ſhew of wiraculous cures, wrought 57 ML 
( I wifs) by thereliques of Martyrs,to cheat the credu- (deubelcBs,) 
lous world into the eftab];{hment of Saint-worſhip,up- (and ner co 
on the miſtaken ground (10 groſly were they abuſed) of Garners 
ena; he Marty onins {trows,} the 
 Kevel, 20. which prerogative ot the Martyrs reigning | And 
l . > Ap. points in 
with Chriſt 10co. yeers , they expornded- of this ” , TS. 2, 
Idolatrcus Royaltie , into which the Dragon had thus | by lying mi- 
oull'd chem by the occaſion of chofe weuders , which racles, after 
they preſum'd to be che feſtques of providence as in- _ working of 
tended to point them to luch expoſicions. Truly if it bas 
can be prooved that Satan was ail this while in his perſwaded) 
dungeon , I ſhall be the apter to think chat he ſpake there is ns 
from his hole (through a Trunk ) into D«anſtan's cru- opinion in 
cifix, at a: Council in Camerbury Anno Domini 972. which they 
- — on enr Pl WS; ' ditter from us 
(which falls within his binding , begin the accuunt þ,, Gf well * 
where ycu pleaſe,) uttering an- audible voice to this ſearch'd after) 
purpoſe [Durftan's opinion # the right], heat that time was either in- 


being a moſt ardent: ProQtour againſt the allowance ot —— . 
Marriage to the Clergy. - {Or aces 4 


: What ſhould now deter us from making this dedu- [-]juoge whe- 
tion, That this very CH:l/enninm is that ipace which ther I ly by 
the ſacred writ hath defin'd- [4] for theſe myſteries 2 tele words of 


- Hear an expreſs from the Spirit, Revel. 20. 4. { ſaw the =o om Henragy 


* *ſouls of them that were beheaded for the witneſs of on, the Apec. c. 
E318 ' Þ £3 * Winn f 917 1.5 5 2UT: a0 4. Meds 
cum Chiifta & vixerunt , & regnarunt. :Quemadmedum videmws dium ſab filetibus 
. Kogibug, arg; principibus , dum adoraniur, contra omnem etiam ca poru Ffirmita'tm. 
: Demonum energian: oftendunt dat.1n fibi & Deo gratjam, (bv) The Milliy. of ligation 
is con'efſedly temp: definitum, For after muſt he be looſed'a Lerl» ſeaſon ,"Ergs 
thar of Chriſts Ki: gd» is fo roo; Since ©: and the ſame ſpace is meznr. (c) If 
any court me over critical in'ſtreinmg the Emphaſis of {ﬆ) in the Text, cheir 
- pactialiry;ought.n tro make them forger wich what, ze althe ſamc obſe vation is 
purſued :n the. diſpute of 5 *arlixpe7oc. (* ) Sure this expreflion willno Way c'm- 
ply with their expoſicion who interpret the frſt reſ!.re&'on ot che lite'of grace, 
'thar ndtion being d.ſagccable eo ſeparated ſouls, or if ir were nor, yer covid nor 
-the reſt of the dead , afrer the 'thouſand yeers ( ſuppot'd ro-be rhe wicked) ever 
live tha: life, v'z; of grace. Bur it we give way that the ſame word'[ Le inthe 
: ſpace of one line , may be appliab'ero two ſo &ifte ent ſenſes , 35 i6 in-porrthe 
Ike of Grace to the one ſort, and life in _ p' oper levſe ty the uthe: , we yey | 
| uch 


(26) 


_ Ticka gp of licence ro perverſe Cavillers,that by the opportunity of ſuch f. ee- 


dom © 


acceptions rhey may diſtort theſe Holy Embaſſies into whiat ever com- 


pliances may beſt ſure with their defignes, 


Jeſus——egAnd they lived and yeigned with Chriſt a 
thouſand yeers, which that we may reſt afſured to be 
the very ſame thoufand in whichthe Devill is bound , 
the Greek aftords an unavoidable evidence , for haying 
expreſt the time of Satans binding (ver/. 2.) without 
an article,it delivers the ſame meature of Chritts King- 


: dom with the article as emphatically refle&ting upon 
the foreſaid thouſand , verſ, 4. = xa:*i#, Where doubt- 


leſs we ſhould not have injur'd the #d:ome ( confide- 
ring the want of(m) in the {ſecond verſe,)to have Eng- 


kſhr it refs res years. New fay in good earneſt, 
e 


-Is it not mofe than likely that St. Peter intended the 


 ſamething , remembring , 'twas the Jewiſh paraplraſe 


(as you heard) of the Day of Judgment, [Oe day with 
the Lord is as a thouſand yeers | to. which St. Petey 
{ ure) alluded ? I ſhall not need-to tell you of the ex- 


' tant tradition of old Elias , { 2 Jew that liv'd under 


the ſecond Temple ) to this {enle. *'T were handſomer 


: For us to remember ( with ſome reverence) that the 


_—_ inlichtned , the moſt pious ages , and. the- moſt 


* - Fruitfull of Zelous Martyrs through all the Chriſtian 
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times, were of this minde too. And peradventure , it 
might do us no injury to refle@ that in the thirteen 
following Centuries (which oppos'd it ) Antichriſt 
both gain'd and kept his footing by the advantage of 
that overſight. al i a Fo FER 
Give ſentence now impartially if this; Incomparable 
beauty of 1ſraeficommenice:not-at our Loxds next co- 
ming', and-if the commenſuration of vhefe-Tranſcen- 
dencies be; not (in the ſacred language ) the" day of 
Judgment, What now though ſome gþjeFions may 
interfeer ? not readily to.be reſoly'd * Myttery .( my 


ae 


-'Þ c©9® a Pq _ 5b & : 


thinks) might cafily op ſuch (a) gaping mouthes. Bur 


(27) 


for reconciling the difficulties emergent from this Te-- 


' net, I hope hereafter (as the Lord ſhall Lend me afſt- 


&. 5 
1 
+ Th 
$+ 


j 
Ry [1 
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ſtarice-and time) to appear to the World with more 
ample fatisfaRion; Till then give me leave ſuccinAiy to 
propole a few iuggeltions, to abare, at leaſt, the vigour 
of reluRancies, It any (in the firſt place ) conceit that 7 
this larger duration chan they have hitherto imagin'd 
leads into too grots conceptions of that divine Aﬀize , 

as if cauſes before the Searcher of Spirits requir'd fo 


' flowa dilſcufſion,, as before our earchly Tribunals ; Ler 


ſuch -obje&ors know , that icruples of this kinde pro- | 


ceed meerly from the miſtaken notion which them- 
See Exek. 


ſelves have fram'd of that Terrible Day ; preſuming it (#) ———_ 


to conſiſt one:y in ſome ſhorter hearing and deciding brine ſhell 


the deeds of the Worid, whereas in truth (by Scripture ſee my Fadg- | 
aſſurance) ir conteines that noble chein of miracles , ment, @c. The 
within which period his Judgment and righteouſnels oy [pa 
ſhall-in an {inconceivable way be manifeſted over the os Arey 
whole earth , and'the world prelented with a Legible the reftaura» 
Comment upon that Text, | He will have mercy on tonof fer. at 
whom he will have mercy ] Then ſhall the (4) Hea- thc confuſion 
then know that he is the Lord, when he ſhall-be ſan- god 30 
ified before their eyes, It being his own noly names thac we may 
fake-('not Iſrael's) for which he doth thele things. conclude ir.'e9 
Exch, 36. 22,23. qpiencechs 
But time ſhall then be no longer, Reve/,1o, All du- T7” _ 8 
ration being ſwallowed up in eternity , and no more ,j, (ah Ho 
meaſuring'by Thouſand yeers. I will not here- diſcuſs Thu u the Day 
the Philoſophical quirk of Terps , evum , and dfer- whereof 1 bave 


nitas , though from thence (1 think) wa's this obje-/P%ken, where 


[ 243018] (Ic is | 


ion harch'd , (and:this 15 not the firſt point in Divi- gg) 5a frm 
nity that hath been injur'd, by laying it roo cloſe to roken of the 

the Philoſophy- Meer-Warzd.) Nor ſhall I need to de- final Day , as 
te& the ſha)lownels of that conceit , which foundeth '® Revel.1 6,.7s 


the nature of Time 6n the motion of che Orbs, as if a - _ reg 

yeer were-not 52. Weeks thoiigh'there were no Sunin 21, g, we ſupra, 

the firmiament, nor an hour-the twelfth part of a' day , de Zupbrae, 4 
E | though 
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(28) 


though we knew not how to bound it by the ſhadow. 
To de-lip ſuch royesas thele', Let-any one judge of 
this- following ſenſe, if it be not cleer and round. The 
{b] 'Tis the Lord (6) Chriſt ſwears (and his Oath ſure is worth the 
Lord (who is heeding) That upon the expiring of the Time, Times, 
— and half a Time , of the 1260 Dayes, (being che limi- 
froglon the fed cycle of the beaſt and his contemporals in the 
Sea) as evi- Revel.) there ſhall be no [a] longer time, but this my- 
dently appezrs ſtery ſhall be fulfil'd, nothing els ſhall intervene, bur 
- 5-9p9 x2 the ſeventh Trumpet (hall tound., That I: have not 
glow wed - # miſcommented upon this lacred Oath read the fixt and. 
rſt. ſeventh verſes together, and try if thou canſt find any. 
[45 Suirably ro other meaning. Again, examin the 5,6, and 7, verſes 
Y. ny c Of this Chapter in the Revel, by Dar. 12, and 7. 
+ nw The [6] perſon'in both places ſtanding upon the wa- 
I che Lord will ters, lifting up his hand to heaven , and {wearing by 
haſtemitin him that Jiveth for ever, but in holy Daziel particular- 
7 margin "Sk ly expreſſing the Time, Times,and half a Time, Lord ! 
<drpr = that men with eyes in their heads ſhould Rumble in 
- Daz. he- thar . ſo plain a way , and rather expound this in Daziel of 
rakes this oath e Antioch Epiphanes (be their account | by Days ] 
is Chriſt him- geyer ſo uneven ) than allow it (in its genuine cleer- 
mugen, we neſs) to afford” any light towards fo delpis'd a truth, 
EunenJof whom One thing I- am ſure of , that the gountre-interpreta- 
ſee Dan. 10.5, tions to this opinion, are forc'd , hal'd and per dures, 
6. with Rev,4« but fuch-as run with it facil and natural, it being 
33» 14515 * (without queſtion) an incomparable adyantage to the 
| | extricating many Knots in the Bible , could we but 
once conquer that peece of pride {which we know who 
is ſo chid for). in eſteeming our ſelves more i#fallible 

than the firſt three hundred yeers. | 
"Tis often ask't how can theſe tings conſiſt , fince 
che notion of Judgment importsa diſtributzon of Juſtice 
according to every ones works , allowing no capacity 
for converſion? (o that ifthe Jews return be not till our 


Lord appears in the clouds, how 1s it that they periſh: 


not amongſt the enemies of his Kingdom whereof they 
are 


x 


(29), 
are the principal ?. I will return ( for anſwer ) the 3 
words. of that admirable Divine Mr. Hede (a gentle- 41 


man certainly of as cleer a brain a 
q I ſalve it with , ſuppoſition of ſome" (a) [a] Nor will ic 
latitude in that appearance, as being firſt to be uttered one jt take 
with ſome preparation or preludinum to the JewiſhNarton, off from the 


anticipation , three yeers before the final and fatal ing to judg- 
fiege þ, Veſouhan » for 4 warning tothe believing Jews Ent) conkie 
to fligh to the mountains of Arabia , According to Hr thong frace 
$aviours ign priven them Luke 27x. 20, Por ft 

ning of * a Juppoſerion, me thinks I diſcery iz Saint lous conver- 
Matthew ( the Hebrew Evamgel;þ ) c. 24 ver ſe 30. ——_— 
two [uch > |nchanty mumated, The one in the.wards, Sed-1n; 1/: 


| (ont of Zach. I2, verſ, 10, 11, I2.) The other inthe Page, rod, 
words following , And they ſhall ſec, th Spn_of mag, cjon,reſe ng 
coming in the clouds of Heayen, with power and great where alſo js 
| glory (out of Daz. +. .** CE OE went oned thg 
"N| ' Burt in caſe this may not ſatisfie, ſhall we therefore _ expoſtu. 
d , nas (: 'p T h b . ul * ſh Il aTt101) v, If, 
are tO gainlay lome Truths becauſe our (*) ſhallow 16. New 5 


| > Ur ; ea- 
| reaſons cannot manage them ? though truly without Vns , Oc. v, 


dare conclude that Malachy 4,5, 6. Will never be un- argment of 
derftood while the world ſtands, Which great and '"< Sentiles, 
dreadfull day, that burnes like an oven, &c.verſe 1. Tf yea and er... 
Not the day of Judgment, *will proove but of little af. haps This ve- 
fiftance to unrave]] one Text by another, As for the M4 Iaticude or 
marginal reference , pointing at John the Baptiſt , bel _—_ the 
the (c) Fathers. (if we dare credit them ) may deliyer ;; 19. And? 
| | E i062 if rgy F 2c} | - will ſend « ſign 
among them —- confider it, (*) Myſtery, Myftery.” (c) Admic the Fathers erreg 
| concerning the perſon, and ſome other cirevmſtances abour this Elias, yer mig Oc 
'the ſubſtance of their Opinion be true, far ſo they err'd in many part culars of the 
| perſon,quality; and reign of "= riſt,yer forthe ſubſtance the thing was true, 


3 


W Remem- 
ber the Apo- 
files phraſe 
[| Led captive 
by the Devll 3 
OC, | 


(*) See Fort 
Zach, &c. ut 
ſupra. ' 
Fotl 2. 31. 
Great and Ter- 
rible Day. 
Notre. The 


2s was b<fore 


(30) 
us of that ſcruple , generally inclining that Chriſts his 
ſecond comll, (as welt as his former) ſkz!] bc'uſher'd 
in by that celeftial harbinger, and (probably) the ſame 
Elias too, vIz,, John the Baptiſt, If to, the margent 
breeds no repugnancy at al. It any yer had rather 


.conftrue rhis chapter; of our L-rds former coming , I 


require of him how he dares ci} that the Terrible Day 
of the Lord, burning as an O-729, and devorring* all the 
wicked root and branch, werl. 1. which our Sayiour 
himlelf calls the Accepr.:61+ gre of the Lord, that pro- 
clames general mercy to the ( eptives , fight to the 
blizd , &e. Luke 4.18, 19, 21. How can that (6 
ſweer a day be the ſame with this fo dreadtull, which 


ſweepsaway root and branch , and ailowes no quarter 


tothe ungodly ? or who will fay that the ſpiritually (*) 
Capriv'd, and blind;are not (during ſuch captivity.) in 
the ſtate of wickedneſs, yet, not then confounded, but 
PPT Rye nn, how was it true of the 'Ho- 
ly Baptiſt in, hjs former miniſtry (which yer:Truth it 


 felf ſpake of him) that Elias firſt comes arid reftoreth 


all things, Mark 9. 12.The phraſe beingche f'mewith 


| what Sainr Petey uleth, Atts 3.' Reſtitution of all 


things ; affixt to the time when he ſhall be reveal'd 


from heaven, werſe 21? But of that time Sainmt' Pal 
_ will-atisfie us, 2 The. 1, '$. that itis when he comes 
in flaming fre taking vengeance on them chat know 


\ not God; Surely this very flaming day in AMulachie, 
when the ungodly ſhallbe as the ſtubble, and that day as 


' 4 burning Oven. Laſtly , who can poſſibly underſtand 


the Prophecy otherwiſe, than of /ſrael's reftiturion , it 
being ſo conſonant tothe reſt of the Holy{*) Pex-men, 


glorious promiſes began to draw out in Chriſts former coming: ( the Kingdom, 


advertis'd , being che ſame, though the ſtarc rwofo!d,) Whence ir 


comes to paſs that this Prophecy of z. Foel, is quoted in As 2. of thoſe dayes; 

towirt, The RG beginning to-iflue forth then-: hur not to receive; full ac- 

compliſhnent | 

Sms darkneſs, the Moons turning 3810 blood, &c. all DD 2 956 
elves 


as to diverſe particulars) cill chis Terrib'e Day, Uſherd: in by the 


% 
Auer ie I mate hc 


(31) 


 felves ( in the receiy' - of the Church ) _— rorhe time of judgmene: 


"SIE Note, if well obſery'd;itightture many the like Webs in this core. 
.varſys. 7 rb rhinado Tl, -» 57 0907 with 

who conftantly date it on that Terrible Day ? Pick a- 

ny other meaning from the ſecond and third perſe,who 

can ; Onely;take in the. fourth ,verſe ,. for a, Mo- 

.Nitor that {ſrael is here ſpoken to 1 propria : ger;- 

ſora. And. tor. a coroflary ,, See how: eafily the 

fixt verſe comes up to the ſame, ſenſe. He ſhall turn 

(or (@) reltore,{ee the LXX. ):the hearts of che Fathers (4) *mmgmart- 
tothe Children , . and the hearts of the Children to the ®*» lo Muk 9. 


Fathers,i.e. He ſhall bring the refraRary and unbglie- foin 42s gas 


_ving poltery , of the Jewiſh mation ,.to baye.che ſame «mugyonce. 


heart, and minde their holy Fathers and Progenitors 2uare, Whe- 
had , who feared God and beleeved his promiſes, ; thac her this no- 
ſo their Fathers might as it, were-rejayce in them , and IG 
own them for their own children; Jo plain,Engliſh,, Fews ) may 
he ſhall conyert them to the faith of that Chriſt, whom nor chiefly de- 
their Fathers, hoped .in:,: and 1goked.for. Iam now 2ominare 
much deceived , unleſs holy Gabriel interpret ir, the _— ſe- 

4 Hig : coming , 
ſame way, Luke 1,16, 17. both in ſpeaking literally-The ime of 
of [ſrael, and in paraphrafing the lager ;part {. «Az refticution, 
The Hearts, of Children ts,their. Faghers,] by. | And 
The diſqbedient to che Wiſedom,of the juſt]. Read the 
Bleſſed Angels, comment, thoraw, [:; He;ſhall go before 
hin in the, fpirit and power, oj Elias, to. turn (ox reſtore) 
the hearts of the Fathers to thei{hildren ,and the diſe- 
bedient ta the wiſdom of the Juſt,-,, tomake-ready a 
people: prepared for ,the, Lord, 'ro wit , he ſhall; reduce 
phe diſobedient oft-[pzing who now kjekar Chriſt, to 
the wiſdom and piety ofthe maſt:zealous of their Fa- 
thers , &c. This (by che way) is. moſt fure., that the ,, __. 
Gentiles in Chriſts formgr-coming. had. gain'd, little by - Sy 
this. promile,/ in being effeted/upon, zhem,namely ,[ re- 
foring the, hearts of the fathers to thewkzlaren, | their 


Anceſtry being all Pag LE us 


[fficultic .of, the. Apocalyptical 
” "= 


As to the. main; 
| Gog 


9” - Bi 
Gog and Magos, {warming,: and periſhing at the end 

of the 1000. yeats, I commend every tober Reader to 

the learned ditcourle of the worthy Mr. Mead, whoſe 
judgment abour it was Exceeding iotid", and yertuouſly 

modeſt, ( as truly in a{l his/tenets ) and fo powerfully 
convincing, that: no worle- man tian Dr. Twifſe ad- 
mix'd his diſcovery ; Be'onely thus far advertis'd, that 
J's and Magog in the Revelation, are very fat dif- 

crent from thoſe in Ez4k. cap. 39. the, one namely, 
to be deſtroy'd at the beginning, the other at the end 
. of that renowned chiliad ; 'So hath it pleas'd his wiſ- 
- dome; ' with two fiery- cotiqueſts to begin and end 
that Terr:ble Day. The Dawning whereof, or begjn- 
ning of the Millenninm is attended with the filt re- 
ſurre&ion, and the morning-judgmeur: on the then- 
appearing enemies 6f- kis Kingdom'5" the evening, ſhur 

| - -up with''the univerſal- reſurreAion'', and: the final 
. \*-:1 "*perdition of the latter Gog and: Mayoy,' withche caſt- 

* © Ing of Saran into hiseverlaſtifig dungeon; © 
 ' There's none I hope 'will fo' diſtruſt Gods provi- 

. dence, as to-queſtion the -meafis of dejiverance from 
the wrathfull-flames' of that 'day, How'ealy is it for 
the God we ſerye to fend forth fire with-a limited 
commiſſion ? | The guard of Angels upoti rhe! ele& 
( Matth, 24: 31. ) is neither weak nor Vjedt'ts o- 
verfight. The God of the Chriſtians cari* ſecure vs ( if 
he pleaſe )withour-findging in the midſt of the furnace, 
Dar.'3. '27. Or peradvenrure' the obje&s of thar 
fury ſhall be ſeparated within-the appointed Jiftts of 
- vengeance.” Who cart fay, but'that Holy Joe/'s valldy 
[*] Quere .cof * Jehoſephat,” Chap. 3. 12. and St: Jobs's [*J a> 
he be #ageddon, Rev. 16. 16. may (intimate - forve "ſuch 
nor S. Zebns thing ? And why may not-St.' Pauls catching up in 
Armag. the clouds, and meeting our Sayiour in'the air, pointe 
| at ſome miraculous reſcue from that burning over > Ir 
[*] F'iom may not perchance work high upon! any;/ to Mehr 
Rabbi Elias. that the Jews can produces” ['*-J"traditiori r6\ this 
FA pur= 


(33) 
purpoſe, farr Elder than the daycs of our S2yiour, 
though of this I am certain, that the Apoſtles in their 
writings alluded to divers paflages for which there 
isno ocher Teſtimony extant in che earth ſave Jewiſh 
traditions, *Twill ( 1 dare ſay } poſe the concordance 
to find where the Arch-Angel diſputed with the 
Devill about the body of Moſes, _ 9. of S. Jude, 
And who could be angry with me if I ſhould tell 
him the Apoſtle ſeems to ſpeak wide enough from 
their ſenſe that preſume this catching up to be our 
immediate tranſport to heaven? He exprefſeth him- 
ſelf ( me thiuks) warily enough-to ayoyd that miſ- 
take, by Cloudes, and Air, leſt ( poſſibly ) we might 
imagine Heaven to be meant, whereas we meet with 
many other places where this caution is not ſo curi- 
ouſly prompted, e. g. The fowles of heaven or of the 
air indifferently, . for in the Hebrew notion the air 
is comprehended underi the name-'of Heaven, bnt 
here (though rhe- hebraiſm would have allow'd it ) 
no mention of heayen, but clouds and air, Conſt» 
der well the context 1 Theſſ, 4.14. Thoſe that ſleep 
in Jeſus will God bring with him, not carry with 
him. Does not | Br:»g with him] imply the immedi- 
ate ſtage ( after the fiery vengeance ) to be the earth, 
- not heayen ? Again, Thoſe that ſleep in Jeſus, not all 
the Uead; mill God bring with him, 'So v, 16. The 
dead in ChriSt ſhall riſe firſt'; What think you'of 
the fart and ſecond reſurreRtion, moſt exaRtly parallel 
to 1 Cor. 15.23; 24. Ot an order in the re{urreRion, 
Chriſt the firſt fruits, afrerwards, they tit are Chriſt's 
athis:coming z not all the dead at. Chriſt's coming; but 
they that:are Chriſt's, remember chat; | a | Afterwarus 


[a] If any one 


rax me for ren» 
dring it {| Af 


rerwards:} I-demand why our Tranflation rurn'd the former word ſo, the two 
words being of the very ſame cognation and extent, the one eire, the other 


2vle. ſome I periwade my ſelf will tax them of partiality here and not me ; The 


ruth is, rhey obſerv'd the former had allow'd a great Jatitude berw:xt Chriſt 


the firſt trurs and thoſe at his A —_— 1654» years ( now) beſides whar | 
| may 


i .(34) 


© may be. And left the Millenaries ſhould catch hold on this handle, and require ; 


Why may not the la'ter alſo afford the extent they plead for berwixt the :wo re- 


ſurreRions,being word: of equal force aad meaning,(diff:ring no. way, bur one 
made of the other ) To avid this rock, they Engliſh the firſt, Aﬀterwa.d, 
( implying che reſpir of above 1609. years ) bur the ſecond, Fhen, as if ( for- 
no 4 } ir had been 5, intimating an immediate proſecution of the ſame gRi- 


on, whereas *Tis in the Greek not imila and w%, but ima and ere, Truly, rhis 
is fomewhar , bur Iwould to God this had been all the foulL play Tranſlations 
had offcr'd to this opinian. I ſhall make rhee ſtare inthe nexc Chaprer, 
Reader. | | 


\. ; | : 
comes the end,the univerſal refurreRion, &c. How cloſe 


to this runs Rev, 20. 4, 5, and who might not mar- 


yeil, if the ſenſe were divers ? If now univerſal tra- 
dition through the whole Church of the Jews, and 


the conſtant. doctrine. in the firſt three centuries of . 


" Chriſtians, (acknowledg'd by the Adyerfaries ) foun- 
ded on fo harmonious concordance . of old and new 
Teſtament, be not ſufficient to vindicate a 'truth a- 


gainſt the ſcoffings-of fleſh and blood, objeRing car-: 
nally, to what is deliverd for a Myſtery, I know 


not what can. The Lord epen our Eyes . 
| 1 N 


Cna?, IIL 


Prooving ( from what hath been premis'd) 


Chriſte perſonal reign on earth. 


Hat 'the foremention'd Beatitude is to be per- 
form'd on earth, will (I think ) ſcarcely be doub- 
ted by reaſonable men, for moſt. certainly, : the- 60: 
Chap. of J|. all over, and the 65. fromthe 17:9: to 
the end ( to which two, the 21. Chap. of the Rev. 


isin many v#rſes adzquate) can no way be ſatisfied: 


but on earth, and 'tisas cleer that the reft of the pro- 
phets hold an even proportion with thoſe - two Chap- 
ters, That all this blifle takes xiſe at the: Blefed. Jeſws's 


commg 


ES ava 


(35) 


coming to judgement in fire and vengeance, (for'l 

deſire ro be underſtood without any amphibology ) 1 

am at preſent ſtrongly perſwaded' that the fecond 

Chapter makes good. The onely demand that can 

remain is this, How for all this can Chriſts perſonal 

reign be aflerred > To which 1- firſt retort thus , if 

ſuch an incomparable myſtery (to receive atchieye- 

ment on earth ) muſt enter at his next coming, how 

well can it be ayoyded? it being mt irrefragable 

that the Jews reſtauration , and the Geztiles fullneſs, 

neither was ever, -or can. be imagin'd a beaury of a 

dayes term, but a continu'd ſtate of ſome very confi- 

derable permanence ; and if no more but this be gran- 

ted, *rwill proove a good ſtep to the Tenet, it being 
-( I doubtnot ) more than ever the Adverlaries expe&t- 

ed to find proof. But that's not all, See Jer. 23.5, 

6. === The Lord our righteouſneſs ſhall execute indge= 

muant and inftice on the earth. It on the earth be nor 

Engliſh, I have no more to ſay. The prophecy is [ *] [*7 As hack 
certainly yet unfulfill'd, * vide ſuprazweigh the verſes LJ ſuKici- 
Following Look Ezek. 34. 23, 2. I the Lord have early prooy'd. 
ſpoken it, may help to aflwage incredulity. See Ezek, 

37. 24, 25. To this purpoſe is Zach. 6. 12, Where 
- the Righteous branch muſt build the temple, (andin 

'a prophecy for certain to be verified on earth v. 15.) 

| So Zach, 14: 16. where the King,the Lord of Hoſtes, 
ts .to be worſhipt at Jeruſalem. Iam ſenſible enough 4 
how theſe places are commonly fruſtrated, by anſwer- 

ing, that they may all be made good though Chriſt a» 

bide .in- heaven. I yield: ſo -too,; they might and .... 
would be true if that. onely were the meaning. But :* + 
then remember , that the | *] fulfilling is to be at his '] Acthe 
-coming, 'at what time that admirable Prophecy ( a* former Chaps 
monelt the reſt ) is to be completed, Jſ. 54. 5. Where prooves 
Jeruſalems maker becomes 'her husband , in moſt g 
admirable:'' harmony to Rev',- 21. 2. F{, 62.4, 


5. As alſo that other Rev; 21;.3. The Tabernacle 
F 2 of 


- (36) 
. -of God is with men, and ſhall dwell with them; ir 
being formerly averr'd and cleer'd,that by Tabernacle 
is meant the humane nature of Chriſt ; I would fain- 
be fatisfied what other ſenſe can amount from theſe 
fayings? If the humane nature's being and dwelling 
with men ( which Ezck, alſo predicted c. 37.) and 
Chriſt in his body exercifing righteouſneſs and execu- * 
ting juſtice in the | *] land, f and this in ſuch a tate - 
[*] J#.33.. which can not poſſibly be Momentary, to wit, . the 
15. converſion of the Jews, 8c, ) require not a meaning 
and performance in this world, - we mult delpair of 
any aſſurance in expounding ſcripture. *Tis very re- 
markable (in paſſing ) that St. Pax! interprets this 
particular prophecy of f[. 54. ( which yet I perſwade 
me, will not be imagin'd accompliſhable any wwbere 
than on earth, Seev. 3.) to the New Jerzſalce that 
is above. Gala. 4. 27. How think you, is not this 
the very ſame Jernſalem, which S. Joh»: :rells 
us (at the appointed time} comes down from Ged 
out of Heaven ? Which hath been- before | proov'd to 
be the myſtery deſcrib'd by the Prophets, ob+Fews and 

Gentiles, &c. 
From the new Teſtament, view Rev, x1. 15. The 
Kingdoms of this World, &c, Sure, This world is Eng- 
I:ſh. For the earth, doubtlefle, and this lower world, 
ſhall be the ſcene of ſome moſt-eminent tranſaRion, 
meant by Chrifts kingdom ; Howbeit it was never 
{*] Rev. 21. imagin'd by any but baſe, carnal, and ignoble tem- 
W _ pers, to be lefle than [ * ] ſpiritual,and of quite another 
[*) _ «iow mode than the faſhion of this world; which confidera- 
ſee Feb.r5.19, tion alone, Tamdeceiv'd if it doe not fully extricate 
Where the _ * thoſe words of our bleſſed Saviour, which ſome have 
rno®p ore de made uſe of for their cheif argument againſt this 
> iy hor apprehenſion, John 18. 36. My kingdom #4 wot [ * ] of 
[ye are wr of this world: Tis not ſaid (#,) but (of ) viz. notaf- 
the world] ter the manner of: worldly pompe, or: adminiſtration, 
vix\ got wotd- nog of the ſame notion withiwhat fleſh: and blaod 
I. "fe ſugeeſts 
D 2 


Ihe, 


I (97) | 
ſupgeſts. or out ſhallow ' capacities are wont 8. ap- 
prehend, briefly ( as-himſelf-exprefſeth ic) nor from 
hence, but outof Heaven from God, Rev. 21, 2. and 


_ every way aHeavenly glory;though.on earth. 


Mean what it will., (for I never incourag'd to too 
much boldnels in this myſterious abyſs) Tis certain we 
find(Rev.(*) 3.21.)a diſtin throne appropriated to _ 
Chriſt from that which belongs to his Father, I wil} ©) 7 id.2 Tim, 
not mitlriply Texts till I have gain'd ſome footing, at = TIP glo- 
what time ſome I dare ſay will wonder to ſee what ry in heavenis 
(otherwiſe inexcricable ) problemes this clue may dif- (ſurely) the 


intanole. Take one other , which if. well underſtood Farhers 
; S | throne, I Cor, 


| ſpeaks ſo : home}, rhavit cat never'be.avojded by any * 5. 24. 38 


that underſtands the Greek. Hebr, 1, 6. inw i niho — x90 the ſons 
——w m1 zum. Our Tranſlators (toavyoid this propf) throne muſt 
.do ſtrangely tranſpoſe | Again] contrary to the order mean ſome- 
of the Greek,that it may have reference to [he ſ[aith,] _ cls, 
by way:of a new quotation , and not to [bringerh,)] 50 +a ” 
Burt how diſingenuouſly, let atiy' judge. Beſides, while his preſenc 
by ſuch 2 tranſpoſition they 'indeavour to refer the Kingdom | 
-meaning of the paſlage to Chriſts- former coming , do Oy he 

' . . . UICS 1N OUT 
-not they diametrically ftruggle-againft Sr, Paul, who years (in our 
determineth his meariing” to'\ his next coming Heb. mortal ftate) 
2. 5? and that in the ſame word too , (iu, ] which being pro- 


all that underſtand the Greek know to fienify moſt P2unded as a 
F ſubſequcnr res 


properly, ftrily and unzvoidably [ The Earth,] It be- ua 9c —_ 
ga participle of the feminine gender , us'd in fingle , as a preſenr 
ſuppoſing zi» to be underſtood, e. g. innuptrs yi, The in- fruition, for we 
habited;Earth. Read then the Text according to the F< but wiato- 
original;;and judge: | Andwhen he (4) bringeth again of aero ns 
the fr begotten upon the earth he faith , &'c,) But himthat over-) 
Lord-!-what pains ſome men will-take to foo} them-.comeb-will 
ſelyes out of truth ! One thing may not be pretermit- £7%*, ®c. 
2 OY | Me be (a ) Theorig, 

| _. Irnnatae bacty 
the fignification of the farure tenſe, being the ſecond aorift of the ſubjunRive 
Mood , befides , 'ris joyn'd with win» , Again], fo that 3mm '4% muy eundyy ] 
ought ( in rineſs ) ro be —_ 41nd when be ſhall bring 4 »&c] 

3 | ted , } 


- 
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(38) 
ted, that the text ( as indeed the whole context ) im- 
- . plies ſome-yery 'glorious matter > Which (if $.:Pay/ 
may be allow'd the Judge of his own ſenſc) is detey- 
(6) By curing min'd to (6) imvutn pronger, 7 he Earth to Come. What 
it The world 40 4; erence now between Saint Pauls.ftate of therearth 
—_—_— _e7 come, and S. Peters new earthy : | 11708 
ran pa of glory , bur weſhall find that the world in chat ſenſe is always 
C487 5 px4peaces and dior pliner. but no where in all the Bible bawyuirs i piavcens, 


Ces». IV. 
Briefly foewing the uſe of this Tenet, - 


Ut to what purpoſe is all this? May we not be 

ſay'd without the knowledge of it ? Yes, I'doubr | 

not , or els , God help !-But in the -firſft places, *'Tis I 

am ſure no great. bleſſing to-ſtand im: the number, gf 

” ſuchas S. Peter brands for Scoffers,:nor.certainlyaniy 
ſmall exemption to be deliverd from that rable.: Second- 

ly, if it were propos d {ſo many:thouland-yeers agoe as 

....a matter of ſorich-conſolation to the hearers at thar-dt- 

| Rance,. it aſluredly cannot want its Treaſures of felici- 

ty, (if wellexamin'd) to-us who-n all ikelyhoodslive 

' juſt on the borders of fo great. # mutationgil am hire 
much neerer than the ancient;Zews; Thitdly-it would 

| take off a great ſtumbling-block,and hindrance tq.com- 
 .. . verſion, from the poor miſtaken; Jew, who ( being fof- 

- ©» tified with ſo univerſal tradition:of: Anceſtry,) upon 
'''> this ſtock, both hates and {corns vs ; -And:coqunt we 
_*_- © ta ſmall thing to be. inftrumencal in- ſo great,a;work 

* See the x37, towards 1ſrael? for whom the Deareſt Jelus hath * yet 
Pſal. andthe {o yerning bowells that he will bleſs them that bleſs 
,13-and 14.ch. þ.y.> Numb. 24. 9. What though the plenteous vin- 
on UeaRover. rage of theirreturn be not expected till our Lords com- 
\_ ».- . ing,'yert think, we not that ſome few cluſters of grapes 
. would bean acceptable offering unto! our-Lord ? How 

4 fi ardently 


s _ 
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(39) 
_— might it affeQ the deſpiſed Hebrew to ſpie the 
gracefull portray of. his hopes.in pur New Teſtament ? 
Huw could his heart perfiſt fo irrationally obſtinate,as 
not ſtraitway to-yield .our Jeits to be their Meſſiah, 
did but our Commentators dandle their rugged ſoules 

/ by the gentle parallels of our Tettament with theirs , 
and Kindly point from Kevel, 1. 7. to Zach, 12.10? 
By which teltque they might ſoon diſcern that this is_ 
He , whom they 6nce ſo barbarouſly pierc'd , and fax 


whom (at * his next coming ) they ſhall mourn with * The Zews ro 


{o deep compundtion. But while they obſerve us to di- bo day tro 
B% . kh e& nor 
ſort the Scriptures (in avoidance of this opinion} by FIN "9 


roughand unnatural expoſitions, ingroffing all to * our forethe day of 


ſelyes, and defrauding -their expeRations of ſuch pro- Judgment. ut 
miſes, in which I dare fay they have the better half ; /#pra. 

they are ſcandaliz'd at vur partiality , deride our gid- Bo br Ay 
dineſs, and grow confirm'd in their infidelity. Foutth- wh = ut 
ly, it. were the way to avoid almoſt eyery hereſy that ſupra.” 

now reigns , fince, there can ſcarce one be nam'd, 

which hath not been built upon the miſtaken grounds 

of this opinion. Thus 'Vavaſor Powel Tmps his fa- 

Rion upon this ſtock , counting the Kingdom of the 

Saints to be ereRed in his tribe. The Anabaptiſts in 

Germany ( and the Levellers , their offipring , here,) 

pleaded that they were the Saints that muſt inherit the 

earth. Nay , it.is wonderfull, that Popery , and. ma- 

ny other * abominations crept in by the overſight of ® E. . The 
this tenet. Laſtly , Ic opens an ealy poſſibility for the cake, fo 
interpretation © many kriotty perplexities in Scripture, mong us, _ 
about which the weakneſs of ſome , the countreſtrifes AB 
of many , and the uncertainty of all, make our Com- 

mentators ridiculous , and our Religon {ubje& to con- 

tempt. I could name divers, (and hope'to do ſo in an 
after-treatiſe) But now 1 aim at briefneſs, 


Chap. 
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Cum ar. V. 


Shewing , that by miſanlierfand thr "SG 
the Fewes miſtook Ch genre Fir owe 
Andbrift, Jo r:ſt, andthe Gentils let in 


T "Hart the Mcfſiah was expe&ed by the Jews in the 
* Ghats age our Saviour was born, is fo cleer,that it net 
I E6n5 c 9-99. > leer,that it needs 
_ proof , Daniels * WEEKS had to daded them 
; to the very time ; From hence aroſe their ſwelling 
- hopes that the Kingarm of God ſhould immediatly ap- 
(a) Tis always pear, S. Luke 19.11. Which apprehenſion, to as ma- 
the ſame King- Y 23 underſtood 1t (a) rightly, rhe Holy Spirit never 
dd, chough taxeth , w_ backs it with a gracious elogie, S. Mark, 
r wo- Ie. ; ; zo 
fold ſtare as a- = 43 h 23: JT. Luke >. 25. 37- 38. Bit 
ewes $as | the: traditions of the Elders had interlac'd it 
from Daw. 2. With ſo many (6) ſecular appertenancies , and exter-" 
&c. nal pageantryes , that the jubtil- Dragon by this ad- * 
G) _ _ orgy dazzeld their fancyes with the glaring ſpten. 
. « ls. EETS «, 
Eaſt (as Taci- 24 Fu their wiſtaken , and falſly pitched pottip.,' 
_ informsus) 7 neDY the eyes of that unhappy age, now ( Gad” - 
expeted a WOT ,) made4dim by ſuch-tpangling flaſhes,quite ove; 
King to rule lookr the meaner. obſcunitie of Ys former /comi Go g 
ever the whole through their ill-manao'd | . > _—_— P 
walls. DUgn nas'd conceptions of that mil;re=: 
preſented glory. Upon this miſtake they proctetled | 
- ( Fokn6.) being convinc'd by the miraculous entes- 
tainment , that he was that Prophet in whom "ER 
glorious promiſes ( miſinterpreted ly wry: Ss 
, find accompliſhment , to make him a King.” verſe fxg 
Rev. 22. 16. 15. Thus in a word they overſaw chat.® ih WEK'Gs Fs 
becaule their abuſed minds had nor Jeafnt ts Jeok for 
him in that duskie cloud of his firſt "appearance, Fares 
rightly to diſtinguiſh of his two-fold comino' PRE oveg 
the patingey for both » through the whole ems . 
were ſo cleer and pregnant, that it had been impoſſible 


for 


(41) 
for any Sophiſter below the Devill to have fruſtrated 
their perſpicuity ; nor he (I think ) by any weaker | 
ſhade than the power of darkneſs. E& 
"Twas a feat of the ſame hand that juggl'd Anti- 
chriſt into the world ; for this moſt lovely beauty 
within ſome while contrafted ſo much ſoy] (through 
the odious defilements of unworthy minds) that by 
zealous Euſebins*s dayes many conſcientious profeſſors 


choſe rather to gainſay the authority of the * Apoca-* Euſeb. was 
lyps it (elf, than afford enterteinment to what they con- one of thoſe 


ceiv'd ſo ridiculous a vanity. The Devill could wiſh 
for no greater averſenels than. to become fo ſhie, as ra- 


ther to deny Scripture than embrace a truth ! Abont undermine the 
thoſe times the accurſed Jz/iar muſt needs inquire of Rev. o ſtrange? 


Apollo's Oracle concerning his Perſtian War,where the 
cunning Devill turns ſullen , and would not be flat- 
rex#byHhis many Sacrifices to the fayour of an anſwer, 
Ar laſt his Coyneſs ( being * follicited Why ſo mute ) 
 mascourted forſooth into this ſly return,that the corps 
(I wis) of Babyl rhe Martyr (buried neer his temple 
in Daphne) ſtopped his wind-pipe. Babylas is forth- 
wich (at the Emperours appointment) diſlodg'd by 
che Chriſtians , ( when wicnout doubt reliques of 
ſo apparent an. efficacy were covetoully ſnarch'd at 
by the remoovers. ) fo that a ccnceit .was quick- 
ly ſprung , that ocher Martyrs bones might be found 
upon triall as terrible to the Devill as thoſe of Ba- 
bylas ', which was no ſooner eflayd , but expe- 
rience pre ently vetifi'd jr with improvement , asid al! 
che world fo rung wich wonders done by Martyrs, that 
even ho'y men were at lenerth iurprited , and carried 


(#4) Wondcs 
not Reader, 


a'nay with the power of deluſion ; No more need now char the op- 
of queſtioning the (4) Revelation ; Nay , but ſhake pofers of this 

| | truth, ſhou] 
anciently challenge the Revel. for this Myſterie is ſo cloſely interwoven with - 
that ſac.ed Book ; thar ir is impoſſible for rational and impartial*men to re- 
cein the one and reje& the other. See Revel. to, 74 6baþ. 11, x5.chapilo,'s. © 
21, all oyer , paralleld with P:op. - 


hands 


_- 


ee CES Cee EA A. ered de ee eee aa as 


(42) 


hands and be friends rather, for Heaven hath reſolv'd : 


the controverfie— Thus divers ran a gadding after the 
Dragons lure , and ſhortly fell to ſuch expoſitions of 
Revel. 20, 4. ( about the Martyrs reigne) as might 
ſeem to eſtabliſh Saint-worſhip - cum privilegio , and 
_—_ authorize ſuch (6) invocations upo.1 the avouclment 
mental error ®f provideuce it elf , v. ſxpr-, « 
of Antichr:ſt, Y : : : 
is ſpicicudl fornication , or plurality of obje&s'in divine worſhip, far this cauſe 
is it ſaid, The Whore of Babylon , not, the Lyar, Murdrcts, or Tyrant of Baby- 
lon ;ſo that che riſte of Saint-worſh p is certainly the Epocha of Ancichr:ſt, Bur 
thou-wilt marvail Reader how th s abomination ſurpriz'd ( ina manner ) the 
whole Chriſtian world ſhorr!y after che t:me of Fulian, rhis cheat { nv dou't ) 
propving al unimaginable ſnare to the inadvertent Cliriſtians, - 


Cuar, VI, 


Humbly preſenting to all Chriſlian minds certain 
charaers from the ſacred Biblt, whith ſeem to 
denote that This Dreadfull Day , which' ſhall 
burn like an oven, t hard by apon «s. 


: || N the firſt place it is moſt certain. that there is a li- 
or "AY mired time , cleerly expreſt in the Revelation, upon 
£4 Lord thar © expiring whereof hath paſt an oath from (c) Chriſt 
fears, and himlclt , that time {hall be no. longer , Revel, 10.6. 
this the mea- ThisJimir is declar'd to be 42. months, Revel. 13.5: 
ſure oftime, of x 260. dayes, chap. 11. 3. chap. 12. 6,o0ra Time, 
c +> "rage : Times and half a time , ch, 12. 14. being all but the 
irch'd, See a- Various expreſſions of the ſame Meaſure (viz. of the 
ve, from; Beaſt, and his coxtaneans,) So many dayes making 
Holy Day. ca. exat'y 42.months,and thoſe months amounting juſtly 
n — + nerd to Time , times, and an haff, to wit,three yeers and a 
der Cin the balf. If now the Spirit hath alſo determin'd whether 
Times, and half a Time. Beſides , *ris the bound of Antichriſt, (viz, the Beaft, 
_ ;. -—— ye kgow to be at the day of Judgmenc. 2 Theſſal. 
2. &. . | | 


this 


ES 


(43) 
this period be meant literally for 3..fingle yeers aid 
0 half , and manifeſtly propounded where theaccount 

ſhall begin , we can not lure be fo irrational bur to 

conclude this to be an incomparable a@ of fayour in gy Thus was 
our Lord (co afford his Chutch fo ſweet a (a) warning, he pleas'd to 

and incouragement to vigi'ancy ) and a moſt Tude ne- deal with his 

ole in our jelves if we deſpite ſo great falyation : But 299.7 069" 
(really) both theſe doubts are explain'd, (and therefore cog 9 
Reader, cruſt our Bleſſed Jeſus on his Word, for the 24,2 day ao 
Apocalyps, ( as thou ſhalc ſee ere I conclude) unties abour the de- 


all the obj<Rtions to the contrary.) The former, about ſtruQion of 
Jeruſalem, 


the underttanding of the Dayes , is apparently dilco- Like 2.1. 20. 
verd to be (b) Propherical, ( namely Dayes for Yeers) being two paſ- 
cap.1T. It being the ſpace of the Witneſſes prophecy- ſagesofas high 
inginſackcloth,verſe 3. who muſt lie dead three dayes pane res" 
and a half, verſe 9g. and after that flouriſh again,verſe b] wen 49 of 
y be commu- 
x 1, Now if the three days and a half of their lying dead nicared tothe 
cannot poſſibly be underſtood. hiftorically , | for three Church. 
fingledays] ( for how can the Inhabitants of one fide (8) They muſt 
of the earth ſend gratulatory Meflages tothe other , by _— Por a d 
way of inſulting over the dead Prophets, in three bare riye rime, che 
dayesand a half? verſe 10.) No more can the 1260. Scripture 


dayes of their mourning : for as much as they are. all —_— nums 
parts of the fame ſtory , and muſt neceflarily be taken I tk "IN 
in the fame ſenſe. Ergo, Day for Yeer, which the uſe 
: of ſpecch hath 
made ſuch,as, r, 10. 1000. Bur mixt and comp-und numbers as theſe are, 33, 
42. 1260. are neither in-the Hebrew , nor ( perhaps, in any other Language 
ufed indefanite y. If then a definite limit be heregig@plyed , ir miſt needs be ei- 
ther Hiſtorical ur Propierical, Nay char thou b- confident that Day is ta- 
ken here fo: Yeer , I + oparthe hereaftcr to advcrtiſc thee of a moſt wondrous 
p edition, ence givers out upon this very ground in the Rev. whiciz proved aces 
cordingly to the very day. 


Thelatrer, of the Ep cha from whence the Lord will 
have this nuraber reckond ſecmes full as evident,ch.1 2. 
The womans abode in the Wifderneſs ( whither ſhe 
fled from the Dragon ) is but theſe 1 260, dayes v. 6. 

: | G 2 If 


nay eee oat > 


'$.3.e. from 


| (44) 

If then it be reveal'd, when firſt ſhe flew thither, the 

intent of ſuch a mercy was ( afſuredly)for his people to 

' reckon from ; Come now and lee the goodnelis of our 

God v.13,14- And WH EN the Dragon {aw chat he 

was caſt unto the earth, He perſecuted the woman-And 

to the woman were given two wings of a great Eagle 

that ſhe might fligh into the wildernets; Tell me, is no\ 

here a plain [W HE N ] from Which thuu oughr'tt co 

c2unt ? Doth the '1ght of Hiſtory clecr:y make appear 

when the Dr: gon was finally caſt dvown,:hat is, when 

heatheni{m receiy'd {lo remarkab'e a blow , that it ne- 

ver after that made head any more in the Roman 

I - Empire? a moment {o eminent that after it their never 
(0 Thents 24459 a Pagan (a) Emperor? (6b, Ethniciſm ne- 
, «uk from , ver after publickly maintain'd, nor any open attempt 
Heaven , vaſe eve; made for reſtoring it again ? If all this bs 'egible 
Ft "nao WM in great letters) toas many as will take the pains to 
ty and top of look into Ecclehialtical Rory , wilt rhou {t1]] perſiſt in 
dominion , doubtfulneſs about what time the Dragon was thrown 
which he in- gown > Nay , has providence fo Rtrengrthned our aſſu- 
joy curing. rance , by a collateral confirmation , that (c) ſcarce 
Emperours Was this noble viRtory accompliſht, but the great Eagle 


were heathens, was manifeſtly diſplayd in her two wings by which 


&c._,. qe Woman fled ; and muſt all this paſſe for caſualtice 
(6) This mult {he very next ycer , good-T heodoſires ( under whom 
needs be the | 4 , 

enuine expo- this renowned battle was fought ) was calj'd for by 
firion of de- our Lord, of whom the Hiſtorians ſMneyer dreaming, in 
throning che that; Idareſay , of the Apecalyps) make this expreſs, 


Dragon ) _ -n and fignal animadverſion , that He remarkably by his 


chamvion of Teſtament divided the Empire'(the enfigne whereof 
the Church, was the Eagle , as every School-boy hath heard )*be- 
Dan.12. 1. The tween his two ſons Arcadius and, Honoring , aſſhgning 
or qalier? to one the Empire of the Eaft, to the other of the weſt; 
him) muſt | 
needs be the Chieftain of Heatheniſm. (c) The'very words of the Hiſtorian 
run thus, Theodoſ. contraRed bis fickneſs ſoon after his return from the battail 
againſt Ewgenji , and dycd , &c. ' 
Say 


Pd 


Aw 


A 


(45) ; 
Say nee? , were not here given the two wings * of * From this 
the great Eagle? Confider it. But I will re!ate thee *'me of par- 
the ſtory more diſtinRly,wich che very obleryable cir- 0% > Hedorogl 
cumftances attending it, im: the very words ( tor the [+1415 99 gg 
molt part) of ſober and godly Mr. S:mſoy, Eaſt, and ef 
| About the year 394. Ewgenius .( that fierce Cham- it conſtantly : 
pionfor che Dragon, aud one that threatned to be ano- remain'd ſo d:- 
ther Jalian) came with his Chiefcain eA-bogajtns, Xt wig +0 _m 
the head of an exceeding. formidable Army. apaintt bs Sarrrr 
Theodoſius the great, upon the bare quarreil of Reli- whereas the 
gion,and the yery defign of reſtoring Echniciim, briet- Div.fion by 
ly, the two Armies ingage , The battail went Lardly Caries was 
with the C brit 2" #7) quickly made 
muy riſtians at the beginning , but Theodotius up again; And 
ad. hi recourſe to God by prayer , and the Lord ſent a tis remar- 


mighty tempeſt of (a) winde, which blew ſo vehement- kab!z thar 
Conſtantin lefer 


ly,in the face of Eugenius his. Army , that their darts ;; ., oh 


were turned back by the wiolence of the wind in their 
own faces. The Tyrant Eugenius Fo down at the feet ne. Wag 
of Theodaſfjus to beg pardon, but the Souldiers purſu'a twoWings, &c. 
him (6 ftraitly ,.that they flew him at the Emperours (9) © pigeryad 
| ®; o G 1 "s: BED (3E Deo! CU 
fer Aabogatine fod,cng being of al bpe of [ſpp ops: 
How think(ſt thou (Readcr ) 2 Is it altooether jim- P4145 Gs, 
probable that this ſhould be the date of the Tread cui mulitar = 
downfall 2 Coul1 providence have us'd a more oppor- (ber, Et con- 
rune feſtque , to point at a conquelt over the Devill #9" 
than by the ſuggeſtion of a tempeſt ? Whereby hat Claudian, of 
Prince of che Air might ſeem vanquiſh'd in his own ** his mira 
dominions , and by his own weapon too (a tempeſt.) culous con- 
Where ſhould Angells skirmiſh ( Revel & ry Tug, 
: E NW , - 14.3 but (65) Howbe'r 
in the Air? And it Sr, Jobs's words [.6 War in Hea- Dame''s kf 
vey] may chance not to intimate ſome ſuch. thing . may {cm to 
( though in the Hebrew notion the Air ( as I faid) is LI iy, ome 
comprehended under che name of*'Heaven,) yer. what as 1006977 wack 


hinders but we may be prompred to make refleions on amongſt 
wards the managing of ſublunary affaires.Dan Io. 2 "Oe Angels , to- 
I : es. . 20..Th Il all 
the works of divine providence, and government,arc cx —_— by fav that 
G 3 upon 


(483 oa 
upon them by ſo 'tranſcendent(and Fgni cant) a oſt. 
' cumftanee as this ofa tempeſt ? Beſides, may trorthe 
conſideration of 7 heodoſexs's; prayitig hint Lin fach 
- divine matter to'thee ? Thow ha'ſt heard, T'dare ſweat, 
(I would thou had'{t ade > rememberd as well)that 
Cas been a rul'd caſe in the Church, time out'of mind , 
Preces & Lachryme , &c, No'other weapons are al- 
| Jow'd us {in the'conteſt-of Religivn) bur thoſe; while 
' 'Theodoſira conrendediby armes , the Devill was too 
hard for him, the Chriftian's were fore put to't, *Twas 
not the proper artillery for ' Religion. But ſo ſoon as 
the hnlideopd the ſword, and is lifted up, Holy £V7- 
chael's partie cartyes it cleer ? No fooner is this Ange- 
lical Ammunition xecutr'd to , ( Prayer's a' Winged 
| Weapon) but the Adverſary's darts recoyl upon his 
U@) YG Abour ©Wn pate , and the Dragon maul'd by 2 tempeſt, 
che beginning If this therefore ſhould be the paſſage at which the 
of Anno Dow. B. Spirit here aimes, (and prayer {peaks as fair for M- 
395, towhich chae! , as the tempeſt pointingly to the Dt#&0n, ) then 
TREns DA, 7 am ſure can it not be farr to,our joltnies 8hd ( how- 
to abour 1655. EVer) thou canft not but rake norice of fome adm} | 
1 determin Table exactnelſs ( mean what it wil ) that about the 
nothing , bir fxme pitch of time the Empire ſhould be divided too ; 
_ ry Theodoſins , ( \eſt too. wide a latitude might render the * 
gt he ary © reſt doubtfull)fickning and dying (a) ſhortly after his 
my Chariry, _ he os Bee ey "mi 
Though'orher mens principles (as well as theſchave leveld ar'55 or /58,or ſome _ 
time'thereabouts. The Judge ( for.certain) is at the deor; The Lord make us 
warchfull. Though I am no great fayourer of Modern Revelagions,yet I cannot, 
bur account jr the offerir g of my Charity to advertiſe thee of that memorable 
paſſage of Mr. william Sedgwick , being a Miniſter of ſober and very conſc.ch- 
rious account , wh Anno Dom. 1646. at his devotions, receiv'd a voice ( with an 
appearance) to this ſenſe ,, Go , rell thy fellow-brethren thar. yet cen days and 
the Day ofthe Lord ſhall be, *Tis well known, he was faith(ull ro the Com- 
' mand , and mifunderſtanding the import of the Time imagin'd it to fignifie ren 
naturaldays. Bur he was '\notrhe firft that might receive divine meſſages and 
not underſtand them. 1 heard (fairh Denel) but I underſtood nor. chap. 12. 8, 
This I am cc:tain + He was carricd on with ſo extraordinary a pow+r , that ex- 
ceeding grave , rational ; and Holy men cart bear witneſs for him, how _in moſt 
placcs he came, he oycrthrew all the trongi holds to the conrrdry, Logdoy wh 
| ODS We thar 


= <9 
that. pare of che Kingdom know him by the, moe-naine of Dooms-day-Sedgwick. 


Bur conſider it Reader, for ic ſuirs very maryailouſly with the pericd of the Apo+ 
calyps. And remewber our Chronologers compute the diſtance from the firſt 
Adam to'rhtx flood abour rhe ſartie ſpace that the Revelation fecms'ro allow from 
the ſeconÞtF Aday: the fire, | | 


return from this battail,, ſay's Mr. Symſez, who , (1 
dare clcer the man) never thought of the Apocalyps in. 
ſpeaking it. This ſacred Book affords many other mar-_ 
vailous charaCters of the fame importance, all concen- 
tring inthe forefaid date'of Theodoſixa's death ; as,the 
firſt Trumpet , the ariſing of che Beaſt out of the Sea , 
(applyable to eAlaricw's ftormy invaſion that very 
yeer) The firſt. trampling the outer Court by Gentili- 
Zing Chriſtians, (for ſeriouſly popery is no better than 
Chriſtned-Pagamiſm) and the appearance of the two. 
horned falf Prophet, for the emergency whereof abouc 
this very time you would wonder to hear what might 
be produc'd., but my defign at preſent allowes it not, TIT 
but.hereafter may. Iwill Herelves ſhuc up all with - ©. 
theſe following Queries, 

© Firſt, Whether the ſlaughter of the Witneſſes, Rev.. 
It. 7. might not be ven. by our gracious Lord for - 
a ſign to his Church of che 1 260. dayes of their mour- 
ning , (verſe 3.) and the contemporals , to be chen 
drawitig to an end, when we ſhould ſee that miore than 
ordinary contempt,and deſolation upon the Prophets? 
and for this regard chiefly (not ſo much (happily) for 
the grieyouſne(s) might it obtein a ſingular remem- () Perad 
brance and deſcription, (a). even as the invironing of £17 Drill 
Feruſalem by the Army of Ceſtizes Gallus , about three ſtance of Sainr 
yeers before the fatal fiege by Tirzs , was foretold by Lkryand Da- 


our Saviour asa warning , that the deſolation thereof — wary arty 
drew, neer, Luke 2T, 20. - 
| | be the method 


of our Lords gracious dealing wieh his ſervants to be fo indvlgent to their frail 

ties)a* t6 allow them prediQive warnings of his future intendmenits , to ſerve as 

_ incitemears to their watchfulneſs , and incouraging-advantages to their 
iligence; ff * 


Secondly, 


: (48) 

Secondly , Whether this preſent: calamity, and un-' 

matchable conculcation of Proteſtantiſm, (for that, (eſ- 

pecially the miniſtry,) mult needs, be the atteſtation of 

Gods truth, it the Papacy be the beaſt,) Sound nor as 

a commentc on Keve/. 11. 7.. confidering how yiſible 

ic is to every Eye, that the beaſt which aſcends from 

the bottomleſs pit, (..c. the ſame beaſt we are wont 

to expound Antichriſt , Revel. 17. 8.) is the contri- 

yer and actor of our ruin , as appears by his Legion of 

aa) Inquire Jeſuits and other emiſfaries (warming amongſt us , 
rm of . transforming themlelves often iato illiterate ( but (4a) 
what is repor- oifred) Enthſtaſts,otherwhile into delperate eArians, 
rol of xe be- yea and ſometimes (doubles) into: Anabaprifts, Qua- 

yond- Sea-Se- ; | 7 

m'narics , that &75 , and Converted Jews (as that late famous Impo- 
the Students ſtor at Hell, ſtriking by all means poſſible at the ve- . 


arcaccuſtom'd ;,, roor and life of our Religion , everting ( to their 
++ » pid power ) the principles of our holy faith, diftraRting us. 
luſory houres) 1NtO infinity of ſchiſmes, and varieties of opinion ; and; 
co addi (upon all oportunities ) inſulting over our weaker {a= 

chemſclves to ,echymeni ; Where's now your Proteſtant Church ? 
—_— Can there any fix of your Miniſters. be produc'd that 

whereby they conſent ( umyerlally ) in one beliet 2 nay can ye pro-. 
become prohi- duce any.minilters-at ali? Have nor ycur ſelves conteſt, 
cients not 0n- (and often firugoled it the Controverhie ) (b)” No B1-. 
. Are 2+ ſhops , no Mim(tery , Epilcopacy being the known and. 
knowledes 9nely Door through all ages by which miniſters were, 
roo; what ever initiated into their funRion, &c. In p!ain termes this. 
chou thiokſt _ ]aſt blow ſtabs usto the heart , the truth being a gran-;, 
on'r, truly it 1.4 cne,and made good by thoſe'two admirab'e Lights: 
ſeemes no-leſs ; - "(p® . | Aaes 
tome thana D- Hammond and D. Taylor, againſt all the Presbyre-" 
head-form po- rians in Chriſtendom. Judge now whether the Proce= 
licy of the. . © ES 
Danger ; for by this epportunity they ifſue F among the reformed. CRiiches;, 
ſome tor g fred Shoomakers , others , for inſpir'd Weavers , &c. tothe under- 
mining of our Reformation. (b) Wha ever cxcuſe-may be found in this matter. 
for other Retormed Churches (who are wonr-ro.plead necefliiy) cap. ng way: as: - 
I ſee) relieve the Presbyrerians of England, where Epiſcipacy, was wilfyVy, int 

conhiderately, abominably, (and well if nor facrilegiouſly) rejeed by them. 


Rant- 


=y 


(49 ). | 
ftant-Prophets be not (c) dead,which cannor (at pre- (@) Mifcks 
1; 2 
+ ſent) propagate their likeneſs. | vant acppor OY 
the Prophets 
lay with dying pangs upon them (tor that's far more than three dayes 7 ) for 


that for which they lye dead , Bur happily I may hereafter acquaint thee with 
ſuch a moment of theit fatal blow,( after which there appear*d no more hope for 
them in the world) that may ſeem vety probable to thee; From that time night 
thou call them ſtark dead,all hopes being then cur off; whereas while any hope 
laſted thou could'ſ not ſay they werefDead. 


Thirdly, would it not be confider'd whether the; 
fundry preffing importunements toread this Book (bes; . - 
ing far more than to any book in the Bible ) may not 
import that the contents of this letter do after ſome pe- 
culiar manner concern the ſons'of men, in reſpe& of 
thoſe advantaging diſcoveries, and moſt indulgent 
communications of our maſters pleaſure, through all 
the ages of the Church ? the Chriſtian and pious ob- 
ſervation whereof nay fortifie our reſolutions againſt 
' all the black accidents we meet with in our pilgrimage; 

being no other than what our Lord hath given usno- 

rice to expe in their appointed ſeries;) and conttant- 
ly'ſolicit'us to a prudent watchfulneſs , and hold us to 
our continual guard (againſt any poſſible ſurprizall in 
our times ) down to the great anddreadful appearance 

of our Deareſt Lord. Examin this thing well ( as thou 
lov'ſt thy foul ) Good Reader , and try if it be a fan- 

cy of my uwn. See , if the proeme to this lacred peece 
imply not what I ſpeak. Rev. r, 3. Þbl:ſed i he that (a) 9.4, From 
readeth, and they that hear the words of this Prophecy , this time 

and keep thoſe things that are written therein, for(a)the henceforth _ 

4 Ys 4n> He the Words of 
rime tat hand. How often is inculcated ( in the ſe- tj; prophecy 
cond and third Chapters) that memorable Epiphonema? dedare the 
[He that hath an ear to hear let him hear what the rank of events 


Spirit ſaith to the Churches] even ſeven times , ( the [®*heirorder, 
rherefore , 


mimber of the Churches, all concern'din it) at the end gy qzq s ye 
of each Epiſtle. What leſs can'ſt thou make of Revel, that readeth, 
4. I. Come up hither , and Twill ſhew thee the things &c. 

FN 7 H * which 
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which ſhall be hereafter ? Thatſure muſt Heeds be a ve- 
ry diſtruſtfull Soul which accounts not this invitation 
to extend farther than barely to S. Fohn. Or, ſuppoſe, 

* no farther, yer was not all Scripture you for in{truRi- 

| on?Such winning compeliations we find from the mouth 

UT every of the four proclaming * creatures ( chap. 6.) 

 -— ray * * (ome ard ſee; And that none may at any. time 
Mficd- oo own think himſelf unconcern'd, look Kevs/, 15.9: If any 

inviting lan= 924» have an ear to hear let him hear, After all this, 
guaze Fohn i. begin to think with thy ſelf , whether it may not be 

39» one of the (a) Devills principal ſtratagems , ro deterr 

(a) Duere If the Chriſtians ( as. we uſually lee ) from venturing on 

' ir be northe this book, and to repreſent jtas a fortof high preſump- 
Devils me- tion, ſo muchas to take a Text from it , being dreſt 

6 govt _ all over in riddles, *Tis true indeed our Lord is pleas'd 

veil of pre- £0 ſpeak there in prophetical Schemes and Allegories, 

judiceupon which-(*tis probable) were once no lets familiar and 
ſuch Scrip- yſyal tothe Nations of the Orient, than our Poetical 


ES =o. Schemes and PiQtures are to us at this day, This is 


advantagious molt certain, thata waty obſerving the Propherical. 
diſcoyerics to languave , and emblematical manner of ſpeakings in 
the Church? the Old Teſtament, is a moſt unconceivable adyantage 


= roee is to the dilucidation of theſe viſions , whereby it may 


known(thanks ſeem that ſuch types as thoſe were Ancienily very fre- 
to that Oracle quent , and of eaſy apprehenſion to the (b) Eaſtern 
Mr. Mede , no 
other man, I think , ever diſcerning ir ) viz, 1/. 9. 1. 2. by muddying 
| whereof, he ſtiuck the chief ſtroke ro the Jewes overſeeing the Meſſiah , which 
had they cleerly urderftood , ir had led them down moſt infallibly ro expe his 
chicfeft conver ſarion and miniftery in Galilee. Whereas their want of intelli- 
gence inthis paſſage of 1/7 nirn'd it into their chiefeſt ſnare , wanting ( as they 
miſpreſum'd) divine warrant for his abode there, ſo that ir becametheir Numes 
blipg-block, Doth any Prophet ariſe our of Galilee? Nay , and that to good Na- 
thanel himſelf, Zobn 1. 46. Doth any good thing come our of Nazareth > being a 
Ciry of Galilee. For ſo groſsa miſt v5 the Deceiver thrown on that Text ( and 
conſequently ſo aliene an interpretation)thar S. Matth.being carried by the Ho- 
" lySpirirto refer (for this purpoſe) ro thar place, was fain to leave out the Devils 
trumpery with which the Septuagint was healed inthe Evangelifts dayes , and 
ſo tilt remains; compare, Matth, 4. 15, with If. 9.1, (b) Such S mbolical ſpeech - 
we find in Indian , «Azyp1ian, and Perſian monuments fill extant among us. 


Countryes'; 


- 


2) 


| Countryes; Nay, who can jay but the primitive 


times lad Apoſtolical expoſitions ( commended to 

choicer hands ) to untie the more reſerv'd perplexitics 

of Scripture? One thing I can tell chee , chat many 

wile men have conceiy'd Saint Paul's words to Tim.2. 

epiſt. x. chap. 14. verſe , of the good depoſitums com- 

mitted to him , to imply ſome iuch matter. Then tell 

me {eriouſly, ſhall we therefore negle& our Lords moſt 

deer and ({weer letter ( and one of lo much admirable 

and uſeful importance to our ſelves ) becauſe he hath 

veild it with ſuch a diale& as may proye an inſtigation 

ro our induſtry 2 And why wilt :hou ſo wrong our ma- 

er as to inticle upon him a meſſage of his commands 

to us, Which yet can no poſſible way be in our times 

underſtood ; eſpecially after ſo familiar a key as he hath 

been pleas'd to afford us ( Reve/. 17) by which if well 

regarded, and ns'd to the beſt advantage , we may ( in 

a good meaſure ) open the reſt of the ſecret ? Which 

Ch. whoever ſhall anſwer to be alſo allegorical , muſt 

give me leave to tell him that he appeares little better 

than a madman (if not a blaſphemer of our Lord)who 

will yencure to ſay , when the Angel undertakes the 

part of an interpreter, verſe 7. that ſuch words alſo are 

Enigmatical. /f to tell the myſtery, be not to ſpeak in 

plain termes, and makea darker matter cleer , we mult 

never, expect to underſtand E-gliſh while we breath. 

Again , what poſſible uſe could there: be of that di- « 

vine butcry, Revel, 18. 4. Come out of her (i, e. Baby- 

lon ) O my people, ( which yet none cam deny to be 

an infinitfayour) if it could inno wile be learnt where 

that Babylon ſhould be ? O therefore take we heed («) If open, 

( Deer Reader) left we injure the ſweet ingenuity of _ — 

the Lamb who was ſlayn, and hath open'd that ſealed + »Tj;, Chr; 

Book for our lake, Revel. 5. 9. | 4 ] who therefore rhar holds the 

hoids it forth to us,no Jonger in a ſealed, but an'* open Book, being 

form , Kevel. 10. $. and ſends forth ſtrait charge that _ Hagen -— 

thenceforth it ſhould be a” no moxe , Kev, 22.10. ſupr > 
2 yea 


(52) 
yea,and at the drawing by quickens our regard cowards 
it, with the ſame morive he had us'd in the beginning; 
Bleſſed us he that keeps the ſayings of this Book , Rev, 
22, 7. As before , Bleſſed is he that reads , &c, But, 
who can be bleſſed in reading,or who can poſſibly keep 
what he cannot underſtand? Reading without under- 
ſtanding was never any way to bleſſedaels, 

Bur of that Day and hour knoweth no man , no not 
the «Angels, neither the Son, but the Father, Mark, 
I 3. 32. I defire to ſeem no otherwiſe than ſceprical 
" inall theſe difficulties.But I pray confer with Rev.5.9. 
Where our Bleſſed Lord opens the ſealed Book , and 
the worthineſs to open ir, is attribured'to his being ſlain, 
[ Thor art worthy , &c. for thou waſt\ſlain,) The Son 
himſelf (as man) before his Pafſion ( we may Ipeak't 
With a holy Reyerence) had not this myſtery revealed 
to him ; *Twas onely (as yer) in the Fathers hands, 
Afts 1.7. The Son at thi. time unſlain, unglorified. 
The Book was as yet a. ſealed one ( anſwerable . to 
Da. 12. 4. 9.) But the Captain of our falyation (who 
was made perfe& through ſufferings, Heb. 2. 9, 10.) 
hath now both unſeal'd it,and Commanded it for ever 
to abide ſo, Revel. 22.10. So that may we_not now 
think (as the Apolile ſeemts to intimate, x Theſſ.5. 4. 
& 5. ) that if that Day doe voyertake any as a 
Theef in the night , ( though this alto uſeth to be. 
another obje&ion)they'r only ſuchas are in darkneſs, 
and not the Children of the Light 2 *T will / indeed ) 
appear as the floodin the daycs of Noah, finding men 
eating , drinking , &c. Matth. 24. 37. But neither 
. doth that Text implie the want of all light in the ſa- 
cred Oracles whereby we may be guided into this ex- 
peRation, but rather the hardneſs of mens hearts, as ir 
was in the dayes of Neah:; when (ſure) his. fo long 
continuance in the building an Ark: might. have; been 
conyicion ſufficient to any (but men before drown'd 
in ſecurity ) that the Flood was coming. Might not 

every 
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every ſtroke upon that ſignal Fabrick have'prooyd a 

Sermon of repentance to ingenuous minds ? Conjult 

| with that place of St. Peter ,and lee if upon this ver 

[ ſcore ir.call nor holy Noah the Preacher of rightecu(- 

F nels, 2 Per, 2,5. To which purpoſe alto may that 
other more obſcure paſſage of the ſame Apoſtle be 
urg'd far more ſenfibly ( I trow) than it is wont to 
ſerye for Purgatory , 1 Pet, 3. 19, 20. Namely thar 
Chritt by his Spirit preach (in the Miniſt'ry of Neah,) 

* to thoſe rebellious miſcreants , of fo narrow and con- 
fin'd Spirits, that they allow'd not themſelves ſo much 
libercy of reaſon, and freedom of difcourſe,as to colle& 
that the threaten'd Flood muſt needs be'approaching , 
though they ſaw an Ark to long in rearing. Anſwer me 
(Reader } doth nor | the Jong luftering of God, waiting 
in the days of Noah , while the Ark was preparing 
mention'd by St. Peter, produce this reſult, That they 


nition , in which they might have read the intentions his days ſhalbe 
of his vengeance upon thoſe times , had not their ob- an hunded & 
ſtinate reluQtancies rendred thoſe ſweet opportunities Dar years, 
nh 5 As ing gene- 

ineffe&ual to themlelves? And if the State of the rally +2poun- 


we hear it muſt)doth it notiimply the Indulgence of &ur by nur Sy- 
Lord in gracious forewarnings ; but our own defeCtiye- node-Nores 
-neſs in their oblervation ? wa; 1 Neg 
Who ever ( after all this) ſhall think this ſpecula= concerning 

[6 tion-of time a needleſs curioficy,let him remember how the Deluge. 
our Saviour reproov'd the Jewes 'for negle& hereof, _ 
Luke 12.56. O yee Hypocrites , yee Can diſcern the 
face of the skie,but how us it that yee do not diſcern this 
time? viz, that this isthe very age in which the Meſ- 
fiahis to be born. And chat this was our Holy Saviour's 
meaning appears by that other famous paflage of his 
recorded by the fame St. Lake ch. 4: Where our deereft 

eſus in meer deſign to pointat Daniels Weeks, (which * 
ted down to him) by the identity of the phraſe, takes a 

H 3 


Text 


in the days of Noah obtain'd a very mercifull premo- Ga. g. 2.Yer 


World at his'ſecond cowing be as it was then ,”(as ſo'ded (nay, and 


wort go —- — yo 
_—— 


—_— as, 
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Text from Iſay , He hath annointed me to preach the 


Goſpel. Luke 4. 18, From whence he raiſech this fo 
uletull dcdrin, ( had not his hearers been unimagina- 
bly upid )- Thw Day u this Scrip: ure fulfild in your 
ears, verſe 21, Bur why ( I pray ) This Scripture , 
and this Day ? Why ? Look 11 Darrel , and you will 
eaſily fee the realon , Dar. 12. 24, Seventy weeks, 
& 6.— And to aneint the moſt holy. q. d, The ap- 
pointed time leading to me is now expir'd , This 
Day is this Scrip'ure fulfild in your cares , The 
Spirit hath anointed me— How is it thereſore O yee 


(a3 Notre; This Hypocrites that yee do nor diſcern this time ?' The ' 


mo ——=_ £ Lord deliver eyery one of us from the danger of the 
- 14, bur Ke exj-oftularion , How is it, &c. Since the Epochs 


our Lord with ouiding us in the Revelation to his ſecond coming ,-1s 


all che circum- tar more cleerly expreſt than that which led to his for- 
ſtances of hu- je; ;n Darie! , Let any one weigh , [ And when the 
—— Dragon ſaw he was caſt unto the Earth , &c.] with 
verty , which. | x os 

2ggravati- | Seventy weeks are determind upon thy\p:ople and uporx 


ons n* quie= thy holy City | Their { W HE N] from whence they 


Kion bur the 


ke EP reckon , :ſeemes to be but obicurely impli'd, 


uſe of to apply Ours cleerly expreſt., and yct they were call'd Hypo- 


[Redeunt Sa- Cites, &c. And ſhall not we ? God grant we be nor. 
eurnid regna]to: I will prefent but one ſuggeſtion more to-this con- 
_—— XN! fideration, and take Jeave. Is it not probable that the 
deft ſubtil old Serpent, about the times in which Chriſt 
ſed Infanc, be- Was to be born (of which he was able enough to make 
ing aſfliſted to colleion from Daniels Wecks ) perceiving the Na- 
this ſuggeſtion t;ons (as I rold thee) partly from Daniel, and partly 
_ _ o- from the Sibyls icattexd predictions , to be Full of the 
narchy, by the ExpeRarion ' of ſome admirable change , thruſt in that 
vain hope marycllous peece of impoſture about Salonis , Pollio's 
whereofhe Son, born ſmiling , purpoſely to become the ſubje& 
had prepar'd _, hom all thoſe glorious Elogies of h: ri 

= Godld for 2D glorious Elogies of happy mutation 
this afrer-im- Might be fixt, Gol as his exceeding remarkable manner 
preflion. «t ſu- of coming into the world ( fo quite contrary to. a)l o- 
—_. - ther births) mighr very Ggnificantly poxtend, in deſign 


co 
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(55) 
to-diyert that age from pitching their eyes:ont. the holy 
Infant Jeſus? Vid, Elog. 4. Virgil. Bur wilt thou not 
maryail if-1 ſhew thee that the Deyill:( being lokch co 
uſe any other method than what tormerſy tucceeded 
ſo proſperouſly) tecing, (doubtleſs) that his ſecond co- 
ming is neer approaching, hath-laid the-lame' ſnare to 
diyert our Nation from expecting this manner of his 
appearance, by .cempring, one #r:;[4\Fvwp. althph ve- 
ry exemplary in having prediaed divers things which 
haye an{werably ſucceeded, and conlequently, authen- 
rick enough to be his inſhument in ſuch a ſnare ) to 
faſten ſeveral preſages concerfting the fate of the for- 
mer King (of pious memory) all which obteind effe&, 
and the reſtiturion of this his ſon , upon many paſſages 
of Scripture that -evidently-concern this matter; as 
thou wilt eaſily acknowledge ( Reader) if in his 
Book intitled A voice from Heaven , where thou wilt 
find great yariety from the Bible (belonging to this my- 
ſery ) applied to our ſtate of things partly in whart is 
paſt , partly in what he incourageth us to expeR in 
England? Ina word, All the glorious promiſes meant 

in Scripturz of our Lord , he applyes to the King of 

England (calling him as I remember the root of Jeſſe) 
and in expreſs termes bids them that expe& Chriſts per- 
ſonal reign, to look for the accompliſhment of thoſe 
promiles in that ſpeculation he acquaints us with about 
our K. Charles , made by him to be the King that ſhall 
rule in righteoulnes, yea and that man by whom God 
will Judge the World, Y. pl. 

Conſider it Reader, and the Lord direR thee. 


The 


. (56). 
The Holy Trinity , to whom be e= 
..' verlaſting henour , be pleas'd i to 
open Our hearts and eyes to the 
iſcerning this myſtery, and the 
time lead, ing down unto it. 


Amen. 
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\The Reafiteft of the* Author to his. Fellow-Bre- 
. thren,imploring their ſatisfaRionin theſe fol- 
We > conliderations.. _. ».. 


T0 TIN TCL . 
<Is > orot, 3 |, TI Fr 
13:4 Yfrce by the. principles of this Diſcourſe the fore- 


Sag Y mention, t\HMyſtery (commencing at our Bleſ- 
SOafed. Savionrs - coming ) begins\. with Rome's 
Re&ineygo( \foriif She be Babylon, her fall ( as to the 
City ) #8.4ffixt do thewery havr of the Witneſſes riſing , 
bein +he.com ce. term of the. 1260, Dayes,Revel.11. 
FEA biebets he altoget her unworthy of our att ention 
+0 ahſorve hon Fullthe world. ts at thts very day of expe=- 
Hation'of that Long, d-for Overthrow. , in ſo much = 
;Divers months.\and-pens'( without any reference at all 
$0:the: Apocalyps) have publiſh their judgements of that 
Hpompierab le <Reſolation likely to be before 1656. paſſe 
aver 16. Nay.tert, 15.5: af na moment that the Diſſo- 
\bur68knef.the- Turkiſh Empere (the Apocdlyptical Eu- 
:phrates }:i4 ain dat, by . Gaffarel about Anno 1655? 
elly:,: {uch'proguoſtications, are wont to affett me ,us 
Hitld 4s moſt. men' (T\perſwade my ſelf) breathing ; but 
44th aſe.; waere tbe watter feems:fo:cleerly pointed 
at by the ſacred «Authority of the \Apocalyps,, . ( eſpe- 
rwinlly (hyir progfe berg; of 4 different nature frommine,- 
Jet pitching imnthifane term,) I conld not but preſent 
rhhis buntble exyſtalanions oO 
\-1'8, Wherher +he. Holy Sprrit ſeems. not to-have ( by 
Ter ſore peceediar ay) determined the badge of the 
; itriefſt rſanghver $0.4 Jook!'t afrer \ in Britain rather 


- walter 19:05 hor. part s3\of the Ryfarmation.;. and that for 


vu Rinſfto\The\words im 10.7 amia;, Revel, I1.8, Shieh 


ſenſe 


Svereuteride the firect will very\ Natwratly figuify, In = gr gr" 
che. - Zuntiovide'( cory from mth} arevery: Schovi-boy grant) is here 
knows. )1p. he Qut-Cooft,' border .or Frontier, of rhe pu. fubſtan- 
ygrebe: City , or of the _— Dominions ; and in this *"Wv. _ 


- 


- 
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was Crucified| muſt not" 37 food flenrd 
h12 for where Chriſt was really (rucified ( v5. erula 
-ldb;35ber' are(Tfeatnomepeforedbb RPE Ghra4d 
"*Mabumetan::Zorating it there's ohof yhorerbu oor 
..Chriſtian-Pilgrims', yet are thet-tondirions no Varder 
' now than they have been for many buzidred yeers* toge= 
ther; ſo that this ſlaughre camino"fexfe” berweriped 
of that places at this time's Antbof-the' times paſt we 
have no reaſon to inquire.," Jnce hrs" paſſage leads 
- downto the Concluſion, Beſides, may- not the Word((Spi- 
ritually) in the Text, be a\Kery to open irito' ſuch: an ace 
ception ? But if ſuch a ſenſe be here '\ullowabley weed we 
| far for the application. "if yyt do but 'xefleft upon'the 
\ 16-6 veſs. of £4 06 this Taft age: bath*brey. guilty The 
-Lotds Chrift m#phr-. be \C rUCified 'whenſome Title 
-hiean't o8't.ovid.es Heb. 6,46, Grd (ithe* ſearober of 
« Hearts) knows how far Þ am from aw. Incentllatie's 
«ſpirit 12 theſe demands. ; (for how ean the grounds upon 
which this traFute ts fram'd poſſibly ſuit with fuoh'a 
. deſign ?.). Ally aim 1s at myowrantc others fatiefd- 
- tion , and watchfulneſs, ©ooniinkhyg non) 291 4% ts 


" "Secondly , e wo were alſo our Lord 
OG 


(*) See hisre--- Laſtly , fince.*tis Generally granted yrhar 4) Fultn 
ſimony in the Martyr ( within $0. yeers of St; \Johnsdearh';:) 242 fo 


Diſcourſe, 
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+, Ad wReo dounidl ſpeaks: 1 now ne yh bebe all 


firm an aſſertor of the Notiow-of-the\ Day ofFJudgtienr 
deliverdin thus treatiſe,as likewiſe krenaws both which 

| liv'd and: conver fd with the Apoſtles Ynoeduate\ Diſ- 

- Of ples $ and. feonliarly, Irenxas br uphe wp\er- Dolyeay- 
_- pus's feet, who-was St. Johns:N5ſoipte;, and could rethbe 
zo Irenzus (as himſelf is known to ſay) wine $i. John 


} my fellow Brethres govenfh to confider; 1d 'be 


| 2 "or, more than-prohablect hat this very Nolviwerbas oa- 
1249: 3:7 1624 tothe from Si-- Johns 'owy month; 
9: 11 "In 1 | Ee ; WF: — | \\ 


eſpebintlygv- 
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ers _ (59) \ 
| ] \ membring how ſuitable it is to the tenonr of the Rewe= ' 
lation , in which St, John was the infallible Spirits 
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'PaAge 2; for Jeſiis read Jeruſalem. p. 3, Divers read 
Divines.p. 9. le«(mew read jociroe. P, 10, toread t0O, 
Þ- 15: ſtore I uſe read Rorehouſe, 


FINIS. 


